
Geo lo gi cal admi ni stra tion in Poland

Hen ryk Jacek Jezier ski*, Ewa Gina³*

Fol lo wing the sys tem trans for ma tion of the ear ly nine -
ties, an effort has been made to redu ce the role of admi ni -
stra tion in all aspects of eco no mic life in Poland. Despi te
tho se chan ges, it was wide ly believed that geo lo gi cal and
mining activi ties requ ire sta te supe rvi sion. Accor ding to
the Act of 4th Febru ary, 1994 — Geo lo gi cal and Mining
Law, which regu la tes geo lo gi cal and mining activi ties in
Poland, the re are three levels of geo lo gi cal admi ni stra tion – 
Mini ster of the Envi ron ment, Voivo de (head of the provin -
cial govern ment) and Sta rost (coun ty admi ni stra tor).

The Mini ster of the Envi ron ment ful fils tasks in the
area of geo logy with the assi stan ce of the Chief Natio nal
Geo lo gist, who exer ci ses sub stan tive supe rvi sion over the
Depart ment of Geo logy and Geo lo gi cal Con cessions.

The sco pe of respon si bi li ties of geo lo gi cal admi ni stra -
tion inc lu des:

� cre ating the geo lo gi cal poli cy of the sta te;
� ini tia ting and finan cing of geo lo gi cal rese arch;
� gran ting con cessions for:
— pro spec ting and explo ra tion of mine ral depo sits,
— explo ita tion of mine rals from depo sits,
— non-re se rvo ir sto ra ge of sub stan ces and under gro -
und sto ra ge of wastes;
� supe rvi sing the ful fil ment of con trac tu al obli ga tions

by con cession hol ders;

� mana ging geo lo gi cal data;
� balan cing natu ral reso ur ces;
� geo lo gi cal map ping;
� accep ting and approving geo lo gi cal docu men ta tion

and pro jects, accor ding to Geo lo gi cal and Mining
Law;

� dra fting and inter pre ta tion of Geo lo gi cal and Mining 
Law;

� gran ting the geo lo gi cal quali fi ca tions.
The Mini ster of the Envi ron ment grants con cessions

con cer ning fuels, metal ores and some indu strial mine rals
(e.g., salts, gyp sum, native sul phur, etc.) as well as bri nes,
cura tive and ther mal waters. The Mini ster of the Envi ron -
ment also grants con cessions for non-re se rvo ir sto ra ge of
sub stan ces and under gro und sto ra ge of wastes as well as
for pro spec ting for, explo ra tion and explo ita tion of natu ral
reso ur ces car ried out within the boun da ries of the mari ti me
are as of Poland. Con cessions con cer ning mine rals other
than tho se listed above are gran ted by local and self-
govern ments.

The Mini ster of the Envi ron ment plays a very impor -
tant role in sti mu la tion of geo lo gi cal rese arch by com mis -
sio ning and finan cing a varie ty of geo lo gi cal surveys,
repor ts and maps, which help to incre ase the level of under -
stan ding of Polan d’s geo logy. A gre at exam ple of such sta -
te-suppor ted rese arch is a recen tly car ried out series of
exten sive regio nal seis mic expe ri ments (POLONAISE’97, 
CELEBRATION 2000, ALP 2002 and SUDETES 2003),
thanks to which Cen tral Euro pe is now the most tho roughly 
inve sti ga ted region in the world.
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