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ABSTRACT:

Waksmundzka, M. 2010. Sequence stratigraphy of Carboniferous paralic deposits in the Lublin Basin (SE Poland).
Acta Geologica Polonica, 60 (4), 557–597. Warszawa.

Based on lithofacies analysis of clastic, clay and carbonate rocks, wireline logs and sequence stratigraphy, sixteen
depositional sequences have been distinguished in the paralic Carboniferous succession of the Lublin Basin from the
Viséan to the base of Westphalian B. The facies evolution and depositional architecture of the deposits belonging to
three types of depositional systems tracts, i.e. lowstand (LST), transgressive (TST) and highstand (HST) have been
reconstructed. The sequences are bounded by type 1 basal unconformities formed during subaerial erosion follow-
ing relative sea-level fall and lowstand. This erosion, that in some cases reached down to the LST deposits of the
underlying sequences, mainly affected the HST deposits. Relative sea-level rise controlling the base level of the rivers
during lowstand was the basic factor influencing facies development, cyclicity and thickness of fluvial deposits, as
well as the vertical and lateral transformation of rivers in the paralic Carboniferous succession. Vertical transition of
high- to low-energy fluvial environments can be observed within the LST. The LST deposits typically occur in in-
cised shelf valleys and in non-incised fluvial systems. Within the LST of sequences 2 and 4 to 10 commonly occur
medium and large systems of simple incised valleys that developed in a coastal-plain system. The LST of sequences
11 to 15 comprises large systems of compound incised valleys that developed in a piedmont system. Relative sea-
level rise in the late lowstand, sea-level oscillations during transgression and highstand and the volume of sediment
supply were the main factors influencing facies development, cyclicity, thickness and lateral distribution of the deltaic
deposits, shallow-shelf shales and limestones. Within the TST commonly occur coarsening-upward and non-grada-
tional cyclothems that correspond to parasequences and were formed in the distal parts of the inner-shelf delta lobes.
In the HST, the most common types are coarsening-upward cyclothems developed during the progradation of inner-
shelf delta lobes and small lake deltas, as well as non-gradational cyclothems formed in lakes on a delta plain with-
out influence of delta lobes. The transgression of sequence 7 probably had the widest extent of all the sequences in
the paralic Carboniferous succession of the Lublin Basin. It was presumably much wider to the N, NE and NW than
the presently accepted boundaries of the basin. Based on analysis of three curves of relative sea-level changes in the
paralic Carboniferous succession of the Lublin Basin and the transgressive-regressive curve for the Carboniferous
of Western Europe, the sequences distinguished have been correlated with the chronostratigraphic scheme for the
Carboniferous System. The diachronous commencement of sedimentation has been confirmed and evaluated. The
lack of deposits of sequence 5 in the eastern part of the basin suggests the presence of a stratigraphic gap encom-
passing the upper Brigantian. The position and range of stratigraphic gaps present elsewhere in the basin has also
been indicated. In the north-westernmost and easternmost parts of the study area the gap has the widest range, en-
compassing the upper Arnsbergian to lower Marsdenian strata. The mid-Carboniferous boundary between the Mis-
sissippian and Pennsylvanian has been located at the base of sequence 8.
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INTRODUCTION

The Lublin Basin is an area in SE Poland with
boundaries reflecting the extent of the infilling Car-
boniferous deposits under a Mesozoic rock complex
(Text-fig. 1). It continues to the SE into the Lvov-Vol-
hynia Coal Basin (Ukraine). Although the term suggests
correspondence of the basin boundaries to the deposi-
tional area, in reality the extent of the Basin was much
wider than its presently accepted boundaries, a fact that
is evidenced by the results of this study.

The Lublin Basin is filled with sediments repre-
senting the ?Middle Viséan to Upper Westphalian (Text-
figs 2, 10, 11; Musiał and Tabor 1979, 1988; Skompski
1996; Waksmundzka 2005, 2007a, b). Their deposition
was preceded by erosion during the Tournaisian and
Early Viséan (Żelichowski 1972). The largest denuda-

tion is observed in the sedimentary cover of the Pre-
cambrian platform, where erosion removed up to 3000
m of older Palaeozoic deposits. Carboniferous strata lie
unconformably on Devonian, older Palaeozoic, and
Ediacaran deposits, as well as on the older crystalline
basement (Cebulak 1988). Permian, Mesozoic and
Cenozoic strata lie unconformably on the Carboniferous
succession and the base of this younger complex de-
clines from 200 m below sea level in the east to about
1000 m in the SW of the area. 

Żelichowski (1969) distinguished two main structural
units in the Lublin Basin – the eastern and central units;
the latter is referred to as the Lublin Trough, and its NW
part is called the Mazowsze–Lublin Trough (Żelichowski
1972; Żelichowski and Kozłowski 1983). These units
show a NW–SE orientation. Recently, a new concept of
the tectonic style of the Variscan deposits in the Lublin

Text-fig. 1. Geological sketch-map of the Lublin Basin, without strata younger than Carboniferous (modified after Żelichowski and Porzycki 1983), 

with location of the studied boreholes 



area was presented by Antonowicz et al. (2003) (the so-
called ‘synclinal’ model). This concept has been widely
discussed in the literature (Antonowicz and Iwanowska
2003a, b, 2004; Dadlez 2003; Krzywiec and Narkiewicz
2003; Narkiewicz 2003; Krzywiec 2007; Narkiewicz et
al. 2007). The most recent interpretations of seismic
profiles largely verify and question both the old ‘trough’
concept, as well as the new ‘synclinal’ concept. Based on
these seismic data, a number of structural features have
been recognized within the Carboniferous deposits and
in their basement. These include: compressional defor-
mations, strike-slip, reverse and normal faults, thrusts and
accompanying ramps, and fault-related folds (Krzywiec
2007). The presence of these deformations indicates the
complex evolution of the Lublin Basin and its Late Car-
boniferous inversion (Narkiewicz et al. 2007). The basin
subsidence was probably controlled by strike-slip move-
ments along the Teisseyre–Tornquist Zone under the
pull-apart regime (Żelichowski 1987; Narkiewicz et al.
1998).

Since the discovery of the Lublin Basin in 1938, in-
terest in its Carboniferous deposits was not restricted
to the coal deposits but focused also on their stratig-
raphy and petrography. Litho- and biostratigraphic as-
pects were presented in a number of publications (Ko-
rejwo 1958; Cebulak and Porzycki 1966; Żelichowski
1969, 1972, 1979; Kmiecik 1978, 1988; Mazak 1979;
Musiał and Tabor 1979, 1988; Porzycki 1979, 1980;
Skompski 1980, 1986, 1987, 1995a, 1995b, 1996,
1998; Skompski and Soboń-Podgórska 1980;
Vdovenko and Poletaev 1981; Żelichowski and
Kozłowski 1983; Żelichowski et al. 1983; Dembowski
and Porzycki 1988; Skompski et al. 1989, 1995;
Zdanowski 1991; Shulga et al. 1992; Zdanowski and
Żakowa 1995; Grocholski and Ryka 1995; Żywiecki
and Skompski 2004); there are, however, several un-
solved problems with regard to sedimentological and
stratigraphic interpretations. So far, the existing reports
present rather generalized opinions on the sedimentary
environments of the Carboniferous strata. Strangely
enough, the most detailed cyclothem analysis was pre-
sented in one of the first studies devoted to the Car-
boniferous rocks in the Bug area (Korejwo 1958). Be-
sides, a large disproportion exists between the
knowledge of the intensely studied carbonate elements
of the sedimentary succession (Skompski 1985, 1988,
1996, 1998) and that of the much less known clastic
members (Żelichowski 1961, 1964; Porzycki 1979,
1988; Gurba 1984; Gurba and Pietruszka 1984a, b;
Skupień and Nurkiewicz 1984; Chabiera 1997a, b;
Żywiecki et al. 1997; Baszkiewicz and Karpoluk 2000;
Żywiecki 2003). Thus, a better understanding of Car-
boniferous lithofacies and correlation in the Lublin

Basin (Waksmundzka 1998; 2007a, b, 2008a) is an es-
sential basis for current and future research on con-
ventional and non-conventional hydrocarbons, coalbed
methane, and carbon dioxide storage. High lateral and
vertical variability of the Carboniferous deposits, in-
tense disjunctive tectonics and different degrees of
thickness reduction due to erosion hamper resolution
of these issues through conventional lithostratigraphic
or geophysical methods (Kaczyński 1984). Correlation
is hampered by the abundance of terrestrial deposits,
which limit use of precise biostratigraphic tools. Par-
ticularly complex is the correlation of unfossiliferous
sandstones, which are of interest as potential oil and
gas reservoirs (Waksmundzka 2008b). 

The potential existence and vertical range of the
stratigraphic gaps, the position of crucial chronostrati-
graphic boundaries, e.g. the mid-Carboniferous bound-
ary, and the presence and subdivision of the uppermost
Namurian strata are equally important issues that were
never unequivocally solved using classical biostrati-
graphic methods. The references cited above report var-
ious approaches to these problems. 

Moreover, the relationship between the Carbonifer-
ous sedimentary events and relative sea-level supra-re-
gional oscillations is unknown. This relationship is very
important in studies of Carboniferous deposits, because
most of the recent stratigraphic schemes are more or less
based on the sedimentary record of the relative sea-level
oscillations. 

A commonly applied method developed during hy-
drocarbon research is sequence stratigraphy. In Poland
it has been applied to deposits representing e.g. the Ter-
tiary (Porębski 1996, 1999), Lower Jurassic (Pieńkow-
ski 1997, 2004), Cambrian and Neoproterozoic suc-
cessions (Pacześna 2001; Pacześna and Poprawa 2005),
as well as to Carboniferous strata (Waksmundzka 2005,
2006, 2007a, b; 2008a). The concept of sequence stratig-
raphy lies in the identification in a sedimentary succes-
sion of surfaces of isochronous nature developed in the
course of relative sea-level oscillations. Some of these
surfaces, such as sequence boundaries, are related to flu-
vial erosion. The methodology is thus appropriate for ap-
plication to the Carboniferous succession in the Lublin
Basin, which is composed of sandstones and other flu-
vial deposits, intercalated with marine and deltaic sed-
iments; these facies changes indicate the link between
deposition and relative sea-level oscillations (Skompski
1996; Waksmundzka 1998). 

This paper is focused on solving the problems out-
lined above, particularly:

– reconstruction of the variety and evolution of sed-
imentary environments in the Carboniferous de-
posits of the Lublin Basin;
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Text-fig. 2. Litho-, bio- and chronostratigraphic divisions of the Carboniferous succession in the Lublin Basin (after Musiał and Tabor 1979, 1988; 

Porzycki 1979; Porzycki and Zdanowski 1995). Top of Visean: * after Musiał and Tabor (1979, 1988); ** after Skompski (1996)
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– determination of their lateral relationships, i.e. in-
terpretation of elements of the depositional archi-
tecture;

– identification of the boundaries between the de-
positional sequences, maximum regression and
maximum transgression surfaces, as well as three
types of depositional systems tracts;

– construction of a sequence stratigraphy scheme;
– correlation of the sequence stratigraphy scheme

with the chronostratigraphic scheme for the Car-
boniferous System;

– reconstruction of the origin and lateral distribution
of the depositional architecture elements in a
chronostratigraphic frame, with particular focus on
sandstones with reservoir potential.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

The results presented below are based on: lithofacies
analysis of well cores, application of lithofacies and lith-
ogenetic codes (after Miall 1977, 1978; Rust 1978 mod-
ified by Zieliński 1992, 1995), application of sediment
compaction coefficients (after Baldwin and Butler
1985), cyclicity analysis, lithological-facies correlation
and interpretation of wireline logs (Waksmundzka 2005,
2008b). The sequence stratigraphy scheme and regional
conclusions have been based on regional lithological-fa-
cies correlations, of which three are presented herein. A
fourth correlation has already been published
(Waksmundzka 2007a).

The studies were focused on deposits representing
the paralic Carboniferous succession, the top boundary
of which was placed at the top of the highest deltaic in-
terval with the Dunbarella papyracea faunal horizon.
This is the last bed with a marine fauna in the Car-
boniferous succession of the Lublin Basin, and the
Westphalian A–B boundary is located within it (Musiał
and Tabor 1988; Porzycki 1988). The analyzed part of
the succession corresponds to the Visean, Serpukhovian
and lower Bashkirian of the global stratigraphic scheme,
and this interval corresponds to the ?Middle Visean to
the top of Westphalian A of Western Europe. The de-
posits have been assigned to the Huczwa, Terebin, and
Dęblin formations, and to the lower part of the Lublin
formation according to the informal lithostratigraphic
scheme of Porzycki (1979) (Text-fig. 2). The upper part
of the Carboniferous, representing the upper Bashkirian
and Moscovian (Westphalian B, C and D), was not in-
cluded in this study.

The main study focused on shales and clastic sedi-
ments; the co-occurring coals, carbonaceous shales,
limestones and marls were studied only for macro-

scopic lithofacies analysis to the extent needed to re-
construct the depositional environments and spatial re-
lationships within them.

The studies were based on well cores and wireline
logs from 17 wells located in the NW and central part
of the Mazovian–Lublin Trough and in the eastern part
of the basin (Text-fig. 1). Of the wells studied, four were
fully cored (Łęczna IG 9, Łęczna IG 13, Łęczna IG 25,
Lublin IG 2), and in the remaining wells 10-15% of the
Carboniferous thickness was cored. Therefore the most
detailed and full lithofacies analysis, characteristics of
cyclothems and interpretation of river types have been
based on the fully cored wells, whereas in the remain-
ing wells the degree of detail was variable, depending
on the completeness and condition of the core. A total
of 4,400 m of core was analyzed, of which the fully
cored wells comprise intervals from 290 to 738 m in
thickness, and the wells with incomplete coring each
comprise intervals from 73 to 312 m in thickness. A to-
tal of about 13,000 m of well data was analyzed. All sec-
tions of the investigated wells with lithology, cyclicity,
depositional environments and stratigraphical details
are shown in Text-fig. 3 and in the Appendix ‘(Appen-
dix available only in electronic version), figs 1–16.

The thickness of the part of the succession studied
varies from about 440 m in the Wilga IG 1 well to
about 1180 m in the Nasutów 1 well. The Lublin IG 2
and Łęczna IG 25 wells did not pierce the entire Car-
boniferous succession, thus its complete thickness is not
known therein. 

SEqUENCE STRATIGRAPHy

The basis for recognition of the depositional sequences

Sequence boundaries

Sixteen depositional sequences, defined after
Michum (1977) as “generally conformable successions
of genetically related strata bounded by unconformities
or their correlative counterparts”, have been distin-
guished in the well sections studied (Text-figs 3–6; Ap-
pendix, figs 1–16; Waksmundzka 2007a). Being
bounded by type 1 unconformities, all the sequences
distinguished belong to type 1 successions sensu Vail
and Todd (1981). These unconformities are formed dur-
ing intense fluvial erosion and sub-aerial exposure of the
shelf due to relative sea-level lowstand. 

In the paralic Carboniferous succession, type 1 un-
conformities can be clearly identified as fifth- or sixth-
order erosional surfaces, representing beds of river
channels, channel belts or incised valleys. These sur-



faces are indicated by high-energy lithofacies, i.e. con-
glomerates and sandstones, containing different types of
intra- and extraclasts. Such lithofacies are linked with
the formation of lag deposits and erosional washouts of
the river channel bed, and with the initial stage of in-
filling of incised shelf valleys; they are referred to ‘low-
stand basal conglomerates’ (e.g. Plint 1988). Detailed
characteristics of the fluvial deposits are shown in au-
thor’s Ph. D. research (Waksmundzka 2005; and in
preparation). 

The base of sequence 1, which is also the base of the
Carboniferous system in the study area, comprises con-
glomerates with a very specific, extremely variable
composition, with extraclasts of granites, flint stones,
porphyry, quartz, and feldspars, alternating with
greywacke sandstones (Świdnik IG 1 well) or clasts of
dolomitic siltstones, calcareous sandstones, and shales
(Lublin IG 1 well). The basal parts of sequences 2 to 16
also contain clasts, but of a different composition. Intr-
aclasts prevail, composed of pedogenic sideritic con-
cretions, carbonaceous shales or siltstones, whereas the
much rarer extraclasts comprise quartz and feldspar.
Unconformity surfaces typically show distinct facies
contrasts, because they typically overlie lithofacies that
developed in a distal deltaic environment or within a
shallow shelf. Sequence boundaries with these features
recognized in well sections have been correlated on
lithofacies schemes. In the marginal parts of the basin,
typically out of the range of deltaic or marine deposition,
the unconformities can be correlated with the beds of
river channels, lying above thick shale-siltstone intervals
with paleosols and coals, formed on river floodplains. In
the central part of the basin, basal unconformities of in-
cised valleys can usually be correlated with the base of
coals, the base of the delta distributary channels, or the
base of shales formed on the delta plain. 

The bases of sequences 14 and 15 were relatively
difficult to correlate. These sequences were distin-
guished in the Lublin IG 2 well, where they were not
subject to intense erosion. In the remaining well sec-
tions, the deposits of sequence 14 show considerable
erosional reduction and are represented by lowstand
sandstones. These usually terminate in an erosion sur-
face; this is also the base of an incised valley filled with
high-energy sandstones with intra- and extraclasts,
which is the basis for distinguishing the basal part of se-
quence 15. In the Łączna IG 25 well, this boundary runs
between two lithofacies sets formed in braided river
channels. These sets are separated by a third-order ero-
sional surface that has been considered the base of se-
quence 15 due to the presence of characteristic quartz
extraclasts, noted also in the lowermost parts of this se-
quence in the Łęczna IG 9 and IG 13 well sections. 

The basal unconformities of sequences 4 to 10 oc-
cur in the bases of small incised valleys, as well as be-
tween these valleys, where subaerial exposure and ero-
sion took place. Some of these unconformities can also
be linked with bypass zones, through which deposits
were transferred into deeper parts of the basin. Corre-
lation of sediments filling the particular valleys is dif-
ficult, and the position of the unconformities corre-
sponding to areas lying between the valleys and in the
transfer zones is less certain than the other sequence
boundaries. 

Apart from the basal and top unconformities, intra-
sequence unconformities have also been distinguished.
They include surfaces marking the regression maxima

that are also initial flooding surfaces sensu Helland-
Hansen and Gjelberg (1994), located at the base of the
first transgressive deposits, i.e., coals occurring at the top
of fluvial deposits or deltaic deposits lying above fluvial
sediments. Maximum flooding surfaces (MfS), sepa-
rating the transgressive and regressive parts of the se-
quences have also been distinguished. Most MfS sur-
faces were identified as distinct gamma-ray maxima,
linked to the deepest water lithofacies of shallow-shelf
shales enriched in organic matter. Next, they were cor-
related with the corresponding maxima in the remain-
ing wireline logs or with other relatively deep marine
lithofacies, e.g. limestones or prodelta shales. The oc-
currence of gamma-ray maxima is particularly distinct
within the Posidonia corrugata I and II faunal horizons,
distinguished by Musiał and Tabor (1988) in the Car-
boniferous of the Lublin Basin. 

Parasequences

Distinguishing the depositional sequences was pre-
ceded by determining several parasequences, which are
their basic elements, based on the definition of Van
Wagoner (1985). Classical examples of parasequences
are coarsening-upward cyclothems (types Ic and IIc), as
well as non-gradational cyclothems (type IIIc) formed
in the submarine part of the delta. These cyclothems, and
types Id and IId, were identified according to Elliot
(1974, 1975, 1976a, b, 1978). Non-gradational cy-
clothems of types IIIc and IIId were distinguished by
Waksmundzka (1998; 2005). Although Tye and Cole-
man (1989, see figure 21) and fielding (1984, see fig-
ure 13) described cyclothems similar to type IIId, they
did not refer them to a separate type. [see Waksmundzka
2005 for the details of particular cyclothem types].

Single parasequences were not correlated due to
large distances between the particular wells and insuf-
ficient coring in most of the well sections studied. On the
other hand, parasequence sets composed of coarsening-
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Text-fig. 3. Lithological log with depositional environments, sequence stratigraphy, litho- and chronostratigraphy of Carboniferous paralic deposits 

in the Łęczna IG 9 well (lithostratigraphy modified after Zdanowski 1995)
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upward and non-gradational cyclothems have been de-
termined in core sections and on wireline logs (Text-fig.
3, 8; Appendix, figs 10, 14, 15). Such parasequence sets,
distinguished in the paralic Carboniferous succession,
represent depositional systems tracts, according to the
definition of Posamentier et al. (1988).

Most of the fining-upward cyclothems, noted within
fluvial deposits and related to the relative sea-level rise,
correspond to parasequences. Their detailed character-
istics is shown in author’s Ph. D. research (Waks-
mundzka 2005; and in preparation). Unequivocal indi-
cation of their boundaries is difficult and has not been
undertaken during this study. However, intervals of flu-
vial deposits or deposits linked with incised valleys can
be considered as parasequence sets, i.e. depositional
systems tracts which can easily be identified and corre-
lated in core sections and wireline logs (Text-fig. 3, 8;
Appendix, figs 10, 14, 15). 

Depositional systems tracts

Based on the definitions of Van Wagoner et al.
(1987), three types of depositional systems tracts have
been distinguished in the paralic Carboniferous deposits
of the Lublin Basin:

(1) lowstand systems tracts (LST), (2) transgres-

sive systems tracts (TST), and (3) highstand systems

tracts (HST).
The abbreviations: LS for relative sea-level low-

stand, TS for transgression, and HS for relative sea-level
highstand are used throughout in the text.

Below are given the general characteristics of the
lithofacies representing particular systems tracts, illus-
trated by sequence 12 (Text-fig. 8). The variety of de-
positional environments in the paralic Carboniferous of
the Lublin area depending on the relative sea-level is
presented in Text-fig. 9. 

Lowstand systems tracts are bounded by basal se-
quence unconformities and by maximum regression sur-
faces. Typically, they comprise sandstones, rarely con-
glomerates, developed in river channels. They alternate
with sandstones, siltstones, shales, Stigmaria soils, and
coals of the floodplain environment, on which deposition
took place within levees, crevasses, lakes, and marshes. 

LST deposits begin with high-energy lithofacies
sets developed in braided rivers and river channels
where hyperconcentrated flows prevailed. Above this
occur lower energy sets deposited in an anastomosed
fluvial system. In some cases, a reduction in energy of
the fluvial system (e.g. of meandering rivers) can be ob-
served, but without change of the fluvial system type.
Typical of the fluvial LST deposits is the abundance of
massive sandstones, developed during strong aggrada-

tion of deposits in the channels. The strongest aggrada-
tion of sand deposits was linked with the hyperconcen-
trated flow environment, during which extremely thick
intervals of these sandstones were deposited. The oc-
currence of massive sandstones and other high-energy
lithofacies, as well as correlation, indicate that the flu-
vial deposits were generally formed within incised shelf
valleys, eroded during the early LS with relative sea-
level fall. 

Applying the terminology of Zaitlin et al. (1994) to
the incised valleys in the paralic Carboniferous of the
Lublin Basin, the following systems can be distin-
guished: simple systems that developed during one cy-
cle of relative sea-level rise and fall, filled with de-
posits of one sequence; compound systems, that
contained sequence boundaries linked with several cy-
cles of relative sea-level rise and fall; and two main
physiographic types such as piedmont and coastal

plain incised valley systems.
Incised valleys are formed on an exposed shelf, and

fluvial erosion continues when relative sea-level, which
controls the base-level of river channels, falls. When this
gradient is higher, then the valleys are more incised. The
thickness of the fill, which ranged from 20–65 m, al-
lowed an evaluation of the depth of the valleys. Esti-
mated valley depths range from c. 20 to c. 70 m, and, ex-
cluding the largest valley of the Lublin area, generally
correspond to the depths of Holocene valleys observed
on the passive margins of North America described by
Ashley and Sheridan (1994). The following categories
of incised valleys from the Lublin Basin can be distin-
guished, applying the classification of Ashley and Sheri-
dan (1994): (1) small, with depths below 10 m and
widths below 200 m; (2) medium, with depths in the
range of 10–20 m and widths in the range of 1–2 km;
and (3) large, with depths in the range of 20–40 m and
more; widths in the range of 10–20 km and more.

The values of incision obtained reflect the scale of
relative sea-level fall for particular sequences, and are
quite justified at this stage of recognition of incised
valleys in the Lublin area. Calculation of the actual val-
ues of relative sea-level rise requires additional well
data, representative of the entire Basin, which lies be-
yond the scope of this study. 

LST successions also contain fluvial deposits be-
longing to non-incised fluvial-channel systems that de-
velop landward of the incised valley systems; changes
in the relative sea-level do not affect the fluvial
processes in these non-incised channels (see Van Wag-
oner et al. 1990). In some cases, sandstones that devel-
oped in the delta distributary channels and deposits of
lake deltas, lakes, and marshes of the delta plain have
also been included in the LST. 
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Transgressive system tracts are bounded by max-
imum regression and maximum flooding surfaces. Typ-
ically, regression maxima occur at the base of coals
overlying fluvial deposits or delta plain sediments that
represent LST deposits. The formation of marshes, in
which organic matter accumulated, was linked with rel-
ative sea-level rise, connected with groundwater level
rise and flooding of the seaward fluvial plains. 

In some cases, the regression maxima are located at
the base of sediments that, following Dalrymple et al.
(1992), probably accumulated in estuaries. The pres-
ence of estuary sediments in the well sections studied
was confirmed by the existence of systems of incised val-
leys that were flooded during relative sea-level rise. In
the succession studied the likely presence of estuary
sediments was indicated by spatial relationships on litho-
facies schemes and the succession of lithofacies in sec-
tion. Marine faunas, trace fossils and sedimentological
structures such as symmetrical ripples or humocky cross-
stratification have not been observed in the sandstone in-
tervals filling incised valleys that contain fining-upward
cyclothems. Estuarine deposits possibly occur above
these cyclothems, as for example, in sequence 12 (Rycice
2 well, Text-figs 4, 8; Appendix, fig. 8), and begin with
a very thin marl bed (0.5 m) probably formed in the outer,
seaward zone of the estuary, capped by coarsening-up-
ward type Ic and IIc cyclothems. In the lower parts of the
cyclothems commonly occur reworked sandy siltstones
and sandstones, which are not present in such numbers
in other deltaic deposits. This reworking results from bio-
turbation by animals burrowing in the sediment, a fea-
ture frequently observed in estuarine deposits (Kvale and
Barnhill 1994). The subsequent coarsening-upward cy-
clothems have a proximal character that is probably
linked with progradational filling of the estuary by de-
posits of the bay-head delta. It can be assumed that if the
described coarsening-upward cyclothems were formed
within a shoal-water delta and shallow-shelf, then dur-
ing relative sea-level rise the trend within them should be
retrogradational, a feature commonly observed in TST
deposits of other well sections studied. 

Unequivocal recognition of estuary deposits was not
possible in the case of most of the incised valleys due to
lack of complete core sections from these intervals. A
crucial difficulty in the identification of these deposits is
linked mainly with interpretational constraints in core
and wireline log analysis. Thus, the very subtle differ-
ences that would allow the distinguishing of coarsening-
upward cyclothems formed in shoal-water deltas from
coarsening-upward cyclothems formed in bay-head
deltas often cannot be seen in the available material.

TST deposits are dominated by shales and siltstones
formed within a shallow shelf and in the distal parts of

inner-shelf delta lobes, alternating with limestones and
marls formed within a shallow carbonate shelf. Lime-
stone beds are encountered only in the lower part of the
Carboniferous paralic succession. Mouth bar and delta
plain deposits are rare. Within TST deposits occur
parasequences, which correspond to the commonly oc-
curring coarsening-upward type IIc cyclothems and to
non-gradational type IIIc cyclothems. 

In the marginal parts of the Basin, the TST deposits
also comprise shales, siltstones, sandstones, Stigmaria
soils, and coals formed on the floodplains of anasto-
mosed fluvial systems. 

Maximum flooding surfaces, bounding the TST at
the top, commonly occur within: (1) shallow shelf
shales, which correspond to gamma-ray maxima; (2)
prodelta shales; and (3)  basal parts of limestone beds.

Highstand system tracts are bounded by maxi-
mum flooding surfaces and basal unconformities of the
subsequent sequence. Erosion that formed the uncon-
formities also greatly reduced or even completely re-
moved the HST deposits. HST deposits comprise shales,
siltstones, and sandstones produced in the distal and
proximal parts of inner-water delta lobes. Rather com-
mon are mouth-bar sandstones, attaining thicknesses
greater than those formed during TS. In rare cases, de-
posits of the submarine parts of delta lobes alternate with
limestones and marls. Within HST deposits may occur
coarsening-upward type Ic and IIc cyclothems and non-
gradational type IIIc cyclothems that correspond to
parasequences. 

Also quite common are shales, siltstones, sand-
stones, Stigmaria soils, and coals formed on delta plains.
These deposits occur within coarsening-upward type Id
and IId cyclothems formed in lake deltas, and within
non-gradational type IIId cyclothems, formed in lakes
devoid of delta lobe influence (Text-fig. 7). Sandstones
formed in delta distributary channels are also present
within HST deposits.

In the upper parts of HST deposits may sometimes
occur shales, siltstones, sandstones, Stigmaria soils,
and coals formed on floodplains of anastomosing fluvial
systems. 

SEqUENCE CHARACTERISTICS AND DEVEL-
OPMENT Of DEPOSITIONAL ARCHITECTURE
Of THE PARALIC CARBONIfEROUS Of THE
LUBLIN BASIN

The depositional architecture of the sequences in the
paralic Carboniferous of the Lublin Basin described
below is presented in Text-figs 4–6, 8 and their summary
characteristics is shown in Table 1.
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ACTA GEOLOGICA POLONICA, VOL. 60                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        M.I.  WAKSMUNDZKA, FIG. 4

Text-fig. 4. Lithofacies correlation and sequence stratigraphy of the paralic Carboniferous succession from north-western region of the Lublin Basin (detailed logs of particular wells are shown in the Appendix)



ACTA GEOLOGICA POLONICA, VOL. 60                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                M.I.  WAKSMUNDZKA, FIG. 5

Text-fig. 5. Lithofacies correlation and sequence stratigraphy of the paralic Carboniferous succession from central and eastern regions of the Lublin Basin

(detailed logs of particular wells are shown in Tex-fig. 3 and in the Appendix)



Sequence 1

Deposits of sequence 1 occur only in the central part
of the Basin, near the Lublin IG 1, Świdnik IG 1,
Abramów 7 and Nasutów 1 wells (Text-figs 4, 5; Ap-
pendix, figs 9, 11–13; Waksmundzka 2007a). They are
thickest (Table 1) in the Lublin IG 1 well section and de-
crease in thickness towards the NE. The lowest thick-
ness was observed near the Abramów IG 1 well, a fact
that is possibly linked with erosion preceding deposition
of sequence 2. Sequence 1 generally thins out to the NE
and NW of the Lublin IG 1 well. 

LST: The base of sequence 1 in the central part of the
study area corresponds to the base of the Carboniferous
succession and is represented by an erosional surface,
above which occur conglomerates and volcanic rocks.
Żelichowski (1971) assigned these deposits to the Kłod-
nica Member in the lowermost part of the Huczwa for-
mation. Conglomerates characterized by a specific and
varied composition have been observed only at the base
of sequence 1 (Świdnik IG 1 well section). Their low
petrographic maturity indicates proximity to the source
area. They were probably deposited in proximal gravel-
bed braided channels that were rapidly filled with sed-
iments and became obliterated due to relative sea-level
rise. The base of this sequence shows a different devel-
opment near Nasutów and Abramów (Text-fig. 6).
Arkosic sandstones (Nasutów 1) or green siltstones fol-
lowed by thin arkosic sandstones (Abramów 7) have
been noted there. The lowest sandstones could have
been formed in distal sand-bed braided channels. This
suggests that, at the beginning of Carboniferous sedi-
mentation, the Abramów–Nasutów area was located
farther from the source area than the Lublin–Świdnik re-
gion (Waksmundzka 2007a), which suggests in turn
that transport of detrital material took place generally to
the W or NW. Channel deposits occurring above the
base of this sequence probably developed during rela-
tive sea-level LS. 

Sandstones occurring above these basal deposits,
reach a maximum thickness of 5 m and were also de-
posited in fluvial channels belonging to a low-energy
anastomosed system. This is indicated by the presence
of extremely thick floodplain deposits, e.g. shales, silt-
stones, and carbonaceous shales, surrounding the chan-
nel sandstones. At first, these deposits were formed
during relative sea-level LS, whereas the transition from
high-energy proximal or distal braided channels into
low-energy anastomosed fluvial systems was probably
linked with base level rise. 

TST?, HST?: Sequence 1 is dominated by fluvial de-

posits; therefore, data collected from only four wells do
not allow surfaces representing maximum regression
and flooding to be distinguished. Most probably, these
surfaces should occur in floodplain deposits above the
lowermost braided channels, whereas deposits of the
anastomosed system developed during flooding and the
following relative sea-level HS. Confirming this impli-
cation would require recognizing the lowermost parts of
the Carboniferous succession, occurring to the SW of
the study area, where sequence 1 should be represented
by deltaic or marine deposits. 

The topmost part of sequence 1 was probably eroded
during the next LS. It is thus possible that erosion re-
moved HST deposits, and probably also part of the TST
sediments. 

The top of sequence 1 in the Nasutów 1 (Text-fig. 6;
Appendix, fig. 12) and Świdnik IG 1 (Appendix, fig.
13; Waksmundzka 2007a) wells is characterized by the
presence of volcanic rocks or diabases formed during a
volcanic episode in late Viséan times (Porzycki 1988;
Grocholski and Ryka 1995). They have not been en-
countered in the nearby Abramów 7 (Text-fig. 6; Ap-
pendix, fig. 11) and Lublin IG 1 well sections (Text-fig.
5; Appendix, fig. 9), which may be linked with their
erosional removal during formation of large incised
valleys in the LST of sequence 2. Assuming the isochro-
nous character of the volcanic episode, the presence of
volcanic rocks in the lowermost part of the Carbonifer-
ous can be regarded as useful in distinguishing and cor-
relating sequence 1 deposits. 

Sequence 2

Deposits of this sequence cover a larger area than
those of sequence 1, which indicates the establishment
of deposition to the NE of the central region. The great-
est thickness of sequence 2 (Table 1) occurs in the
Lublin IG 1 well section; this sequence generally thins
to the NE, and in the vicinity of the Krowie Bagno IG
1 well does not occur at all. Deposits of sequence 2 are
also absent in the NW part of the Basin, and their thin-
ning out farther to the NW can be observed beyond the
study area. 

LST: The base of sequence 2 in the central part of the
study area corresponds to the top of sequence 1, whereas
near the Łęczna IG 13 and Łęczna IG 9 wells (Text-fig.
5) it corresponds to the base of the Carboniferous suc-
cession. In the lower part of the sequence in the
Abramów 7 well section occur 36-m thick sandstones
that were deposited in sand-bed braided channels and
partly also during hyperconcentrated flows. Extremely
thick massive sandstones were deposited during the
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flows (see Martinsen 1994, fig. 12; Walker 1995, p. 71).
These deposits point to sedimentation within a large in-
cised valley that developed due to erosion during rela-
tive sea-level fall. This is a simple incised valley, filled
during a single cycle of sea-level rise and fall that most
probably belongs to a coastal-plain incised-valley sys-
tem (Text-fig. 9A). 

A similar origin can be supposed in the case of a
17.5-m thick sandstone that lies at the base of sequence
2 in the Lublin IG 1 well section. Its lesser thickness can
most likely be ascribed to smaller incision of the valley
in its most proximal part. The sandstone is covered by
siltstones and shales, as well as Stigmaria soils that de-
veloped on a floodplain occasionally covered by water,
or in an estuary during relative sea-level rise. If an es-
tuary origin is assumed, then the base of these deposits
would correspond to a maximum regression surface
and they would represent the TST. 

To the NE of the central part of the study area, the
base of sequence 2 is composed of fluvial channel de-
posits that were not linked with incised valleys. In the
Łęczna IG 9 and Łęczna IG 13 well sections sand-
stones occur that were formed in braided channels,
which pass vertically into anastomosed channels. Near
these wells occur thin sandbodies (1 to 8 m thick) that
are separated by thin beds of siltstones formed on the
floodplains of braided rivers. Above these rocks occurs
a very thick interval composed of siltstones and shales
with very thin sandstone intercalations, deposited on the
floodplain of the anastomosed system. At the top of the
fluvial deposits occurs a thick horizon of Stigmaria
soils, carbonaceous shales, and coals. Their formation is
linked with the filling and obliteration of fluvial chan-
nels and the evolution of a floodplain overgrown by veg-
etation that was covered by shallow lakes and peat
swamps. 

The above-described succession of the fluvial inter-
val of sequence 2 was formed during relative sea-level
LS. Its evolution from sand-bed braided channels,
through sand-bed anastomosed channels, to a very thick
complex of floodplain deposits should be linked with the

fall of fluvial channel gradient and energy due to relative
sea-level rise (see Hampson et al. 1997). further sea-
level rise and expansion of the accommodation space al-
lowed long-term deposition on continuously flooded
floodplains, leading to very great thickness of deposits.
The LST fluvial succession is terminated by phytogenic
deposits. In the Łęczna IG 9 and Łęczna IG 13 well sec-
tions the base of the uppermost coal bed in sequence 2
represents the maximum regression surface and the coals
belong to the succeeding TST. 

TST, HST: The fluvial interval is covered by relatively
thin deltaic deposits (Text-fig. 9C, D); their thickness in-
creases towards the centre of the Lublin Basin. This in-
crease can also be observed in the upper part of the suc-
cession up to sequence 10, and in sequence 12. In the
Łęczna IG 13 well section (Appendix, fig. 14), two
coarsening-upward cyclothems formed in an inner-shelf
delta can be observed. The lower one, representing type
IIc, was formed during sea-level rise, whereas the up-
per, type Ic, was developed almost entirely during the
HS. The maximum flooding surface of sequence 2,
marked also as a gamma-ray maximum, lies in its low-
ermost inner-shelf and prodelta part. This surface is
also located in a similar position in the Lublin IG 1 well
section. In the Łęczna IG 9 well section occurs one
coarsening-upward type Ic cyclothem; its lowermost
prodeltaic part was formed during sea-level rise, and de-
posits of the delta slope and mouth-bar formed during
the progradation of the delta lobe in HS conditions
(Text-fig. 9f). 

Sequence 3

Deposits of sequence 3 are encountered throughout
the study area, with the exception of the NW region
(Wilga IG 1; Text-fig. 4). This indicates the distinct ex-
pansion of the depositional area towards the NE and NW. 

The thickness of sequence 3 (Table 1) is relatively
great near the Świdnik IG 1 well (Appendix, fig. 13;
Waksmundzka 2007a), then decreases to the NE

Table 1. Characteristics of sequences of the paralic Carboniferous succession from the Lublin Basin
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(Krowie Bagno IG 1; Text-fig. 5; Appendix, fig. 16) and
to the NW (Abramów 7; Text-fig. 6; Appendix, fig. 11).
In the Stężyca–Rycice region it increases again. The se-
quence is thinnest in the NW near the Izdebno IG 1 and
Maciejowice IG 1 wells. 

LST: The base of sequence 3 is generally the top of se-
quence 2, whereas near the Krowie Bagno IG 1 well and
in the NE of the study area it corresponds to the base of
the Carboniferous succession. Above the base delta
plain deposits occur, i.e. coals, Stigmaria soils (Krowie
Bagno IG 1, Łęczna IG 13, Maciejowice IG 1) or sand-
stones of distributary channels on the delta (Lublin IG
1 and Łęczna IG 9). This may indicate that the topmost
parts of the underlying sequence underwent little or no
erosion during the formation of small distributary chan-
nels. Deposition on the delta plain was longest in the
vicinity of Łęczna (Łęczna IG 13), where these de-

posits attain the greatest thickness, and shortest in the
vicinity of Lublin (Lublin IG 1). 

In the NW part of the study area (Text-fig. 4), LST
sections for sequence 3 in the Stężyca 1, Stężyca 2,
Stężyca 3k, Stężyca 4, Rycice 2, and Izdebno 1 wells
(Appendix, figs 2, 4–8) did not contain fluvial or delta
plain deposits at their base. The section begins there with
deposits formed in the submarine part of the delta that
possibly started to develop during the LS (Text-fig. 9A,
B). By analogy with the nearby Maciejowice IG 1 well
(Appendix, fig. 3), where the delta plain deposits were
observed in cores, it can be assumed that in the vicinity
of the Izdebno IG 1 well terrestrial LS deposits are also
present, but their discrimination on wireline logs was not
possible. 

TST: In the area of the Łęczna IG 13 well and to the NE
(Text-fig. 5), the top of the delta plain deposits is marked

Text-fig. 6. Lithofacies correlation and sequence stratigraphy of the paralic Carboniferous succession from central region of the Lublin Basin 

(detailed logs are shown in the Appendix)
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by coals (Text-fig. 9C). Their thickness increases from
0.2 to 1 m towards the Krowie Bagno IG 1 well. Their
formation is linked with relative sea-level rise, gradual
flooding of the delta plain and development of peat
swamps. Accumulation of organic matter was longest to
the east, and was much shorter in the centre of the
basin, reflecting progressive transgression. Swamps
were not formed at all in the region of Lublin, where thin
deposits of the delta plain are covered by lake shales
overlain by Stigmaria soils. Deposits accumulated in the
coastal plain lake that was formed during relative sea-
level rise, and subsequently filled with sediment and
overgrown with vegetation. The formation of this lake,
as well as of swamps to the NE, is related to ground-
water level rise linked with relative sea-level rise. The
base of the coals and the correlative lake deposits cor-
responds to the maximum regression surface of se-
quence 3, and the deposits belong to the TST.

Above the coals occur carbonaceous shales, indi-
cating supply of clay material to the peat swamps, pass-
ing into prodelta shales that are the first marine de-
posits formed above the swamps. This facies contact, as
well as the occurrence of carbonates above coals, is very
typical of the entire paralic succession in the Lublin
Basin, and is particularly frequent in sequences 3 to 10.
This succession is the result of increasing transgression,
as well as rapid subsidence related to compaction of
plant remains accumulated in peat swamps. In conse-
quence, rapid flooding of flat areas of the delta and flu-
vial plains took place, followed by drastic changes in
sedimentary conditions (Riegel 1991; Skompski 1996). 

The TST is composed of interfingering deltaic and
shallow-shelf facies (Text-fig. 9C, D), which predomi-
nate in sequence 3. It comprises deposits of the prodelta
and delta slope, occurring in coarsening-upward type IIc
cyclothems that are parasequences (Łęczna IG 13 and
Lublin IG 2 well sections; Appendix, fig. 10, 14).
Above them, in an interval that extends up to the max-
imum flooding surface, occur limestones intercalated
with two types of shales. The first are represented by de-
posits formed on the prodelta, whereas the second were
deposited laterally adjacent to the limestones or slightly
deeper within the shallow-shelf. In the TST section,
the second limestone bed has a wider extent than the
first, which indicates expansion of transgression from
the central region to the NE. 

Distinguishing between the prodelta and shallow-
shelf shales is very difficult or even impossible due to
their macroscopic similarities. This task is much easier
when they occur within coarsening-upward cyclothems
with siltstones of the delta slope, demonstrating a shal-
lowing trend. The TST can contain similar lithofacies
successions that differ in origin:

– type 1: shallow-shelf limestones – prodelta shales 
– shallow-shelf limestones, in which the transition of

limestones into shales is linked with shallowing,
and that of the shales into the overlying lime-
stones with deepening within a shallow carbonate
shelf subject to deltaic deposition;

– type 2: shallow-shelf limestones – shallow-shelf
shales – shallow-shelf limestones, in which the
transition of limestones into shales corresponds to
deepening, and that of the shales into the overly-
ing limestones to shallowing within a shelf with-
out deltaic deposition.

The type 2 transition presumably represents grad-
ual transgression, during which prodelta shales are
covered by shallow-shelf limestones; limestone accu-
mulation is terminated by further increase of water
depth and development of anoxia below the thermo-
cline identified according to Heckel (1977, 1986). In
such conditions, linked with the transgression maxi-
mum, are formed black shales rich in organic matter of
marine origin (maxima on gamma-ray logs), referred
to as “marine bands” (Davies and McLean 1996).
These deposits can be formed in the deepest central
part of the sedimentary basin, and pass laterally into
prodelta shales towards its shores. The succeeding
shallowing during relative sea-level HS causes the
disappearance of anoxia and the commencement of
limestone deposition. It is probable that an analogous
lithofacies succession occurs in the TST of sequence
3. The supposed origin of black shales as an anoxic fa-
cies is based solely on analogy and on the interpreta-
tions of Heckel (1977, 1986), and the determination of
the bottom-water conditions obtaining during their
deposition needs geochemical investigations which
have not been undertaken during this study. This situ-
ation occurs in sequence 3, where the maximum flood-
ing surface was identified as a gamma-ray maximum
in the Lublin IG 1, Abramów 7 and Nasutów 1 wire-
line logs (Appendix, figs 9, 11, 12). The type 2 tran-
sition in these well sections was thus formed in the
deeper part of the sedimentary basin, similar to the case
of the Łęczna IG 9 well section (Text-fig. 3). In con-
trast, the maximum flooding surface in the Łęczna IG
13 well section occurs in prodeltaic shales, located
within a coarsening-upward type Ic cyclothem (Ap-
pendix, fig. 14).

In the NW part of the Basin, the TST is composed
of relatively thin deltaic deposits formed mainly within
the submarine part of the delta. The maximum flooding
surface in the well sections located to the NW of the
Stężyca 2 well corresponds to the base of the lime-
stones, whereas to the SE it is located within prodelta de-
posits (Stężyca 4, Rycice 2).
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HST: The maximum flooding surface is covered by in-
tercalated deltaic deposits and limestones (Text-fig. 9f).
The greatest thickness of HST deposits is observed in the
Świdnik IG 1 well (Appendix, fig. 13; Waksmundzka
2007a) and decreases to the NE, SSE and NW. Most
probably, it was partially eroded during the following LS
throughout the study area. The lower part of the HST
comprises thick limestone beds, intercalated with prob-
able prodelta shales, forming the type 1 transition de-
scribed above. Accretion of sediments was aggrada-
tional, whereas the complete coarsening-upward type Ic
cyclothems lying above these rocks (and correspon-
ding to parasequences, with thin limestone beds at their
base), were formed during the accretion of delta lobes
and progradational filling of the sedimentary basin ac-
commodation space. 

A relatively thick HST succession has been ob-
served in the Stężyca–Rycice area. Accelerated subsi-
dence was compensated there by deposition of prodelta,
delta slope and mouth-bar deposits, formed during
progradation of delta lobes. In contrast to the central and
eastern area, only two thin limestone beds occur in
these deltaic deposits, which indicates deposition in a
shallower part of the basin, under the influence of abun-
dant clastic and clay material supplied from the land
area. 

Sequence 4

Deposits representing sequence 4 have been recog-
nized throughout the study area, thus its regional extent
was wider than that of the preceding sequence. Near the
Wilga IG 1 well (Text-fig. 4), sequence 4 deposits over-
lap those of sequence 3, which indicates that deposition
expanded towards the NW, where subaerial expossure
and erosion had prevailed. Deposits of sequence 4 are
rather thin (Table 1), and have been erosionally re-
duced, particularly in the vicinity of Łęczna–Krowie
Bagno (Text-fig. 5), during the LS of the overlying se-
quence. The greatest thickness is noted in the central
area; the sequence is somewhat thinner to the NW.

LST: The basal unconformity in the central and NW
area near the Stężyca 1 well (Text-fig. 4; Appendix, fig.
4) is located below fluvial sandstones and conglomer-
ates. On lithofacies schemes, it can be correlated to the
east with the base of thin carbonaceous shales or Stig-
maria soils, overlain by coal (Łęczna IG 9; Text-figs. 3,
5). In the NW, the unconformity occurs at the base of
Stigmaria soils or deposits of the delta plain. Sedimen-
tation of these deposits was preceded by intense erosion
linked with relative sea-level fall. The shoreline was
most likely displaced to the basin centre, which at that

time was located to the SW or S of the study area. The
Lublin–Abramów–Nasutów area (Text-figs 5, 6) thus
became an exposed shelf, within which small incised
valleys, c. 10 m deep, were eroded. During relative
sea-level rise these valleys began to be filled with sandy
sediments deposited in river channels. This is indicated
by small- and large-scale cross-stratification, the pres-
ence of erosional surfaces with erosional lags within the
sandstones and the lack of evidence of marine deposi-
tion. 

In the E and NW part of the study area (excluding
the Stężyca 1 well section; Text-fig. 4), channel deposits
do not occur at the base of sequence 4. During the LS,
these areas were probably located between incised val-
leys and were subject to subaerial exposure and erosion
(Text-fig. 9A). It is also possible that the base of se-
quence 4 in the vicinity of the Stężyca 3k, Stężyca 2,
Stężyca 4, and Rycice 2 wells may be linked with a
transfer zone, through which sediments were trans-
ported from incised valleys to the marine basin during
relative sea-level LS (see Posamentier and Allen 1993,
p. 457). Thus, erosion linked with LS, which took place
both in and between the incised valleys, was responsi-
ble for the thickness reduction of sequence 3 HST de-
posits. In the area located between the incised valleys
the existence of erosion and reduction of thickness is
evidenced by the lack of channel deposits representing
the LST (instead of the expected surface of fluvial ero-
sion). This interpretation is subtly confirmed in cores,
where disturbed sandstones formed in mouth-bars
(HST of sequence 3) occur directly below the base of
sequence 4. Irregular lamination, load structures and
discontinuous deformations have been encountered
therein; these structures could have originated in a
non-consolidated deposit located close to the surface
and subject to erosion (Łęczna IG 13 and Łęczna IG 9;
Text-fig. 5). 

TST, HST: Stigmaria soils and carbonaceous shales that
lie directly above the basal unconformity are the first de-
posits of sequence 4 formed after LS erosion; they oc-
cur in the NW and E part of the study area. They de-
veloped on a delta plain generated by relative sea-level
rise (Text-fig. 9B-f). The plain was overgrown with
vegetation and covered by peat swamps that were partly
subjected to an influx of clastic and clay material. Dep-
osition in these swamps probably took place at the end
of relative sea-level LS. The overlying coals (Łęczna IG
9; Text-figs 3, 5) are linked with the advancing trans-
gression, and their base is also the maximum regression
surface. 

Above and directly on these sediments lies a rela-
tively thick, uniform limestone bed. In the eastern part
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of the study area this bed was designated by Porzycki
(1988) with the letter index C. The bed is probably
isochronous, an interpretation that is confirmed by bios-
tratigraphic data (conodont and calcareous algae analy-
sis; Skompski 1996), as well as the detailed lithological-
facies correlation presented herein. To the east, the
maximum flooding surface is the base of the limestone
bed; the limestone and the overlying prodelta shales or
coarsening-upward type IIc cyclothem belong to the HS
deposits. 

In the vicinity of Abramów–Nasutów (Text-fig. 6),
the transgressive deposits include a limestone bed, dis-
tal and proximal deltaic deposits, as well as coals and
palaeosols formed on the delta plain. This indicates os-
cillations of the shoreline, probably linked with
episodes of intense clastic material influx. In contrast,
the vicinity of the Lublin IG 1 well (Text-fig. 5) was
reached only by the distal parts of the delta lobes. In the
centre of the study area, c. 100 m of TST deposits
filled the relatively large accommodation space. In the
Lublin IG 1 well section, the maximum flooding sur-

face occurs just below the limestone bed that can be
correlated with limestone C from the eastern part of the
area, where a gamma-ray maximum was observed,
pointing to the presence of shallow-shelf shales. The
limestone bed attains its greatest thickness in the E and
thins distinctly to the SW and W, towards the central
part of the Basin.

In the Wilga–Maciejowice area (Text-fig. 4), the
TS deposits are represented by intercalated limestones
and prodelta and shallow-shelf shales. This suggests that
when a swampy delta plain developed to the east, the
transgression expanded to the NW, where a shallow
carbonate shelf, influenced by a distal delta, was pres-
ent. The maximum flooding surface in this area occurs
at the base of the uppermost thick marl in the sequence.
In the Stężyca area the marl is subdivided into four
thin beds intercalated with prodelta shales. These de-
posits represent the HST. Throughout the study area,
deltaic deposits developed during the HS are thin, and
were probably reduced by erosional processes linked
with the following relative sea-level LS. 
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Sequence 5

This sequence is thickest (Table 1) in the central part of
the study area (Nasutów 1; Text-fig. 6; Appendix, fig. 12).
It is partly or completely eroded in the east (Text-fig. 5),
where deposits of this sequence do not occur at all. This is
probably linked with erosion of this area during the fol-
lowing LS. The position of sequence 5 boundaries in the
NW is unclear due to the lack of incised valleys, the bases
of which are unequivocal sequence boundaries. There-
fore, during correlation in this area, the position of se-
quences 5 and 6 in the succession was interpreted jointly,
without their subdivision. A small total thickness of both se-
quences indicates that they could be extensively eroded. 

LST: The basal unconformity of sequence 5 in the Na-
sutów 1 well section consists of an erosional lag, above
which occur channel sandbodies up to c. 20 m thick.
They were formed similarly to the LS deposits de-
scribed above, during infilling of a medium-sized in-
cised valley (Text-fig. 9A, B). In regions without incised

valleys, located between the valleys or representing a
transfer zone, the placement of the sequence boundary
was based on correlation. It probably lies within deltaic
deposits, with the lower strata belonging to the HST of
sequence 4, and the upper to the TST of sequence 5. 

TST, HST: In the Nasutów 1 well section, above the
channel deposits occur floodplain or estuary siltstones,
which could not be distinguished due to lack of core data
from this interval. The siltstones are overlain by coals,
representing TS deposits. Directly above the coals a thin
limestone bed occurs with the maximum flooding sur-
face at its base. Thus, the swampy area from the Nasutów
region was flooded relatively late, during the maximum
extent of transgression. In the vicinity of the Lublin IG
1 well (Waksmundzka 2007a), this limestone bed was
probably eroded during the following LS. To the S and
SW, TST deposits are represented by deltaic lithofacies. 

The HST deposits are erosionally reduced and de-
veloped as shales and siltstones of the prodelta and
delta slope. 
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                                 environments based on the Lublin IG 2, Łęczna IG 9, and Łęczna IG 13 wells (modified after Waksmundzka 2005)



Sequence 6

This sequence occurs in the central and eastern part
of the study area, where it is relatively thick. The great-
est thickness is (Table 1) in the Abramów 7 well section
(Appendix, fig. 11), then decreases to the NE. On the
other hand, to the NW, deposits of this sequence are very
thin and erosionally reduced, and could not be distin-
guished from sequence 5 deposits. 

LST: The lower boundary of sequence 6 is an uncon-
formity, above which occur sandstones that are thickest
(c. 26 m) in the Abramów–Nasutów area (Text-fig. 6),
and are thinner (12 m) in the Lublin IG 1 well section
(Text-fig. 5; Appendix, fig. 9). The sandstones filled
large- and medium-sized incised valleys that developed
during the relative sea-level LS, and represent the LST.
The eastern part of the study area was probably located
between the incised valleys and during the LS was sub-
ject to subaerial exposure and erosion (Text-fig. 9A, B).
Stigmaria soils of the delta plain were formed here by the
end of relative sea-level LS or in the beginning of TS.
Carbonaceous shales overlying Stigmaria soils (Łęczna
IG 9; Text-fig. 3) represent transgressive deposits.

In the Abramów 7 and Nasutów 1 well sections
there are oil shows within the LST sandstones of se-
quence 6 indicating their reservoir potential (Waks-
mundzka 2008b).

TST, HST: In the Lublin IG1 well section, the LST de-
posits are overlain by shales and siltstones of the delta
slope and prodelta, intercalated with limestones and
representing the TST (Text-fig. 9C, D). To the NW and
NE, in addition to distal facies, proximal deltaic facies,
i.e. mouth-bar sandstones and phytogenic deposits of the
delta plain, are also encountered. Within the deltaic de-
posits occur coarsening-upward type IIc, and rarely
type Ic, cyclothems, representing parasequences. Their
presence points to oscillations of relative sea-level dur-
ing transgression, possibly linked with episodes of more
intense supply of clastic and clay material from land.
Some cyclothems begin with limestones, indicating
shallow-shelf conditions with no clay influx. The TST
top is marked by a thick limestone bed that thins towards
the SW. It has been designated by Porzycki (1988) with
the letter index f and, as in the case of limestone C, is
isochronous as shown by the biostratigraphic studies of
Skompski (1996), as well as the detailed lithological-fa-
cies correlation presented herein. Above the limestone,
within the shallow-shelf shales, occurs the maximum
flooding surface, indicated by gamma-ray maxima
(Lublin IG1 and Krowie Bagno IG 1 sections; Appen-
dix, figs 9, 16). Deposition of inner-shelf shales in the

vicinity of the Krowie Bagno IG 1 well, which are not
noted lower in the section, suggests that this transgres-
sion could have extended farther to the NE than the pre-
ceding sequences. 

The top of the overlying HST deposits is eroded.
They comprise shallow-shelf and prodelta shales, and
more proximal deltaic facies in the upper part (Text-fig.
9f). 

Sequence 7

Deposits of sequence 7 occur throughout the study
area, and are thickest (Table 1) in the Abramów–Na-
sutów region (Text-fig. 6). The thickness decreases dis-
tinctly in the marginal parts of the basin, partly due to
erosion of the topmost parts of the sequence. 

LST: The basal unconformity of sequence 7 is indicated
by various clasts, including, for the first time in the suc-
cession, quartz and feldspar extraclasts (Stężyca area,
Text-fig. 4; Łęczna IG 9, Text-fig. 3, 5), indicating an ex-
panded source area for these strata in comparison to the
lower sequences. 

Above the unconformity lie sandstones, often un-
derlain by conglomerates, deposited within medium-
and large-sized incised shelf valleys that developed
during early LS (Text-fig. 9A). These deposits are thick-
est (c. 25 m) in the Nasutów 1 (Text-fig. 6; Appendix,
fig. 12) and Stężyca 2 well sections (Appendix, fig. 5),
where the incised valleys were most likely the deepest.
In the Łęczna IG 9 well section (Text-fig. 3), LST de-
posits comprise rather thin sandstones of delta distrib-
utary channels. The basal unconformity of the sequence
in the vicinity of the Lublin IG 1 and Świdnik IG 1 wells
(Waksmundzka 2007a) could have been formed in the
transfer zone, across which the sediments brought
through incised valleys were transported to the deeper
part of the sedimentary basin to the SW.

TST: The lowermost TST deposits comprise carbona-
ceous shales or coals located above the incised valley
sandstones (Text-fig. 9C, D). In the Izdebno–Ma-
ciejowice area (Text-fig. 4), where deposits of incised
valleys have not been encountered, sequence 7 begins
with deposits of the delta plain that was formed at the
beginning of TS. The upper part of the TST, which is
thickest in the Abramów–Nasutów area (Text-fig. 6) and
relatively thick in the Maciejowice–Rycice region (Text-
fig. 4), is composed of siltstones and shales represent-
ing distal parts of delta lobes, as well as of shallow-shelf
shales, in which goniatites are present (Nasutów 1).

The maximum flooding surface of sequence 7 oc-
curs within shallow-shelf shales (Text-fig. 9E) and is
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manifested as very high maxima in gamma-ray logs (in
some cases, a characteristic pair of maxima as e.g. in the
Abramów–Nasutów area). Black shales as much as 2 m
thick and containing abundant organic matter occur in
a similar position in cores of the Łęczna IG 13 (Ap-
pendix, fig. 14) and Łęczna IG 9 wells (Text-fig. 3, 5);
these shales also contain goniatites. Shallow-shelf shales
are present in the thick, lowermost members of coars-
ening-upward type Ic and IIc cyclothems. The deposits
of the upper members of these cyclothems were formed
during progradation of delta lobes during the HS. 

Shallow-shelf shales formed during the maximum
flooding of sequence 7 are located in the Posidonia cor-
rugata I horizon, which in the Łęczna IG 13 and Łęczna
IG 9 well sections is represented by the lowermost shale
member of coarsening-upward type Ic and IIc cy-
clothems. This macrofaunal horizon is isochronous (Mu-
siał and Tabor 1988) and is characterized by an abundant
marine (rarely freshwater or brackish) fauna. The hori-
zon is termed after the most abundant bivalve, Posido-
nia corrugata, and to its important elements, albeit not
always present, belong goniatites typical of the E2b
Zone. Because gamma-ray maxima linked with the max-
imum flooding surface of sequence 7 occur in most of the
wells studied, it is possible that “anoxic facies” of the
shallow-shelf shales (see disscussion in description of
TST sequence 3) developed at the same time in the en-
tire study area. This facies, however, represents only a
small percentage of deposits commonly included in the
Posidonia corrugata I horizon. Therefore, it seems that
only the part of this horizon made up of black shales cor-
responding to gamma-ray maxima that are correlated on
lithological-facies schemes can be considered as isochro-
nous. The lower as well as higher parts of the Posidonia
corrugata I horizon containing benthic fauna indicative
of oxygenation of bottom waters were formed during the
end of the TS and at the beginning of the HS. 

The transgression recorded in sequence 7 was

probably the widest of all Carboniferous transgres-

sions in the Lublin Basin. This is evidenced by
gamma-ray maxima in almost all the wireline logs stud-
ied, interpreted as the maximum flooding surface of se-
quence 7. This is probably linked with the evolution of
anoxic conditions in the entire study area. During the
transgression maximum such conditions should occur in
the central part of the sedimentary basin (see Heckel
1977). This suggests that the N and NW extent of

paralic deposition in Carboniferous times was much

wider that the presently accepted boundaries of the

Lublin Basin. 

HST: The transgression maximum is followed by HST
deposits, developed as prodelta and delta plain shales

and siltstones, as well as mouth-bar sandstones. The
basal parts of the HST deposits are erosionally reduced
in the basin centre, and almost entirely removed at its
margins.

Sequences 8, 9, 10

Deposits of sequence 8 are thickest (Table 1) in the
central area (Świdnik IG 1 well section; Appendix, fig.
13; Waksmundzka 2007a); however, even there they are
partially eroded. In the NW, the sequence is observed
only near the Maciejowice IG 1 well (Text-fig. 4),
where its thickness has also been reduced. Deposits
representing sequence 9 can be observed in the basin
centre (Text-figs 5, 6) and in the Stężyca–Rycice area
(Text-fig. 4), whereas elsewhere in the study area (in the
NW margin of the basin) they have been removed by
erosion. Deposits representing sequence 10 occur farther
to the NW, and slightly less extensively eastwards, in re-
lation to deposits of sequence 9. Sequences 8 to 10 are
thickest in the central area (Lublin IG 1 well section;
Text-fig. 5), and thinner in the NW.

LST: Above the basal unconformities occur sandstones
and occasionally conglomerates, up to c. 20 m thick,
which fill medium-sized simple incised shelf valleys,
eroded during the early LS, that were part of the coastal-
plain system (Text-fig. 9A). These strata occur in se-
quence 8 in the Lublin IG 1 and Świdnik IG 1 well sec-
tions (Appendix, figs 9, 13), and in sequence 9 in the
Nasutów 1, Stężyca 1, Stężyca 3k, and Rycice 2 well sec-
tions (Appendix, figs 4, 6, 8, 12). The thinnest example,
just over 10 m of sandstone formed in a delta distribu-
tary channel, was observed in sequence 9 in the Lublin
IG 2 well section (Text-figs 5, 6; Appendix, fig. 10).
Along with the overlying siltstones deposited on the
delta plain between the distributary channels, these strata
belong to the LST. The vicinity of the Lublin IG 2 well,
unlike other areas where incised valleys were formed,
was characterized by the smallest slope gradient and
was probably located closer to the ancient shoreline. 

During LS, unconformities also formed through
subaerial exposure and erosion of areas located be-
tween the incised valleys. Their position in these zones
was confirmed by correlating the bases of the adjacent
incised valleys or delta distributary channels. This can
be observed in sequence 8 in the Lublin IG 2 and Łęczna
IG 13 well sections (Text-figs 5, 6; Appendix, figs 10,
14), where the lower boundary of the sequence proba-
bly lies below coals formed in peat marshes on the
delta plain. During LS, erosion most likely prevailed
here, whereas the development of delta plain conditions
could be linked with the onset of TS.



In the Stężyca 3k well sections there is oil (Helcel-
Weil and Dzięgielowski 2003) within the LST sand-
stones of sequence 9, indicating their reservoir potential
(Waksmundzka 2008b; Kombrink et al. 2010 see chap-
ter 6.3.6 ).

TST: The TST of sequence 8 comprises thin prodelta
and shallow-shelf shales located above phytogenic de-
posits (Text-fig. 9C, D). Within these shales occurs the
maximum flooding surface, which in the Lublin IG 2
well section is manifested by a gamma-ray maximum,
suggesting the appearance of possible anoxic condi-
tions. This maximum corresponds to the Posidonia cor-
rugata II horizon, which has been identified in the
Łęczna IG 13 well section (Text-fig. 5). Similarly de-
veloped is the TST of sequence 10, with the maximum
flooding surface at its top, corresponding to a gamma-
ray maximum on the Lublin IG 2 log (Appendix, fig.
10). Near Maciejowice IG 1 (Text-fig. 4; Appendix, fig.
3), the maximum flooding surface of sequence 8 lies at
the base of a thin carbonate bed, which is probably a fa-
cies equivalent of the Posidonia corrugata II horizon. 

The TST deposits of sequence 9 are thicker and are
dominated by coarsening-upward type IIc cyclothems,
with thick prodelta shales and siltstones, and siltstones
of the delta slope. Mouth-bar sandstones are rarely en-
countered. In the Lublin IG 2 well section deposits of the
submarine part of the delta are intercalated with deposits
of the delta plain. The maximum flooding surface lies
at the base of the overlying limestones. Gamma-ray
maxima have not been observed in sequence 9 shales.
This suggests that the anoxic shale facies was not de-
veloped in the preserved sections, which most probably
represent a coastal part of the marine basin, whereas pos-
sible anoxic shale should be expected to the W and SW
in the deeper part of the basin. 

HST: The HST deposits of sequences 8 and 10 are
more completely preserved in comparison to the HST of
sequence 9, which is strongly reduced erosionally. In the
Lublin IG 2 well section occur coarsening-upward type
Ic and IIc cyclothems, developed during progradation of
the delta lobes, as well as coarsening-upward type IId
cyclothems and non-gradational type IIId cyclothems
formed during intense aggradation of the delta plain
(Text-fig. 9f), that were not observed in the lower part
of the paralic succession of the Basin. The presence of
thick intervals of this origin suggests that the delta plain
environment appeared near the Lublin IG 2 well rather
frequently and lasted for a relatively long time. A single
limestone bed that occurs in the HST of sequence 10 in
the Lublin IG 2 well section was designated by Porzy-
cki (1983) with the letter index N. Along with the lime-

stone beds M and O it has been considered a good cor-
relation horizon (Porzycki 1983). This interpretation,
however, is not supported by the results of lithological-
facies correlation and sequence stratigraphy. These find-
ings suggest instead that limestone bed N is of different
ages in two neighbouring wells, because it occurs in se-
quence 11 in the Łęczna IG 9 well section, and in se-
quence 12 in the Łęczna IG 13 well section. 

The HST desposits of sequence 10 in the Lublin IG
1 and Świdnik IG 1 well sections (Appendix, figs 9, 13;
Waksmundzka 2007a) are dominated by prodelta and
delta slope shales and siltstones, generally without in-
tercalations of delta plain deposits, which suggests dep-
osition in more distal deltaic environments. This con-
trasts with the Abramów–Nasutów region (Text-fig. 6),
where phytogenic deposits of the delta plain as well as
sandstones of the distributary channels are present. 

Sequence 11

Deposits of this sequence, as well as those of the five
overlying sequences, are preserved in the entire study
area. The greatest thickness of sequence 11 (Table 1) is
observed in the Łęczna IG 9 well section (Text-fig. 3),
and the smallest in the basin centre (Lublin IG 1, Świd-
nik IG 1; Appendix, figs 9, 13; Waksmundzka 2007a;
Nasutów 1, Text-fig. 6; Appendix, fig. 12) and to the
NW (Maciejowice IG 1; Text-fig. 4; Appendix, fig. 3).
The most intense erosion linked with the following LS
is observed in the topmost parts of the sequence in the
central part of the study area. 

LST: formation of the basal unconformity of sequence
11 was linked with fluvial erosion that destroyed de-
posits of older sequences. Most probably at that time a
large incised shelf valley (Text-fig. 9A) formed in the
vicinity of the Lublin IG 2, Abramów 7, and Nasutów
1 wells (Text-fig. 6). Comparison of the thicknesses of
sandstones infilling this and the other valleys of the se-
quence indicates that the incision of the channels is
deepest in the vicinity of Abramów. The incision
reached at least c. 40 m, which marks the probable rel-
ative sea-level fall. Taking into account the erosional re-
duction of the deposits of the valley analyzed, the inci-
sion could have been even deeper. 

The LST deposits filling the incised valley in the
Lublin IG 2 well section are represented by sandstone
lithosomes reaching 8 m, 3.5 m and 12 m, deposited in
three stacked braided channels. The two lower are sep-
arated by thin (less than 1 m thick) shales, shaly Stig-
maria soils and siltstones deposited on the fluvial plain
after cessation of channel flow. The basal part of the se-
quence is dominated by high-energy lithofacies linked
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with alternating processes of local erosion and deposi-
tion. Above these strata occur massive sandstones, in-
dicating rapid aggradation of sandy deposits and filling
of channels during relative sea-level rise. 

A thinner interval of the fluvial channel deposits is
observed in the eastern part of the basin. During the up-
per LS, deposition first took place in a high-energy
braided channel in the vicinity of the Łęczna IG 9 well
(Text-figs 3, 5); these deposits are c. 4 m thick. As base
level rose and channel energy fell, the channels were
transformed into an anastomosed system and filled with
sandy deposits. A similar origin is interpreted for the 7
m thick sandstones in the Łęczna IG 13 well section.
Within this low-energy fluvial system, the aggradation
of sediments took place in channels, followed by filling
and later aggradation of the flooded fluvial plain. 

It can be assumed that the eastern part of the study
area represented flat land with low-gradient rivers. On the
other hand, to the SW, in the central part of the basin, rel-
ative sea-level fall caused exposure of the shelf here
characterized by a higher gradient. This resulted in intense
fluvial erosion and the formation of incised valleys.

Similar processes took place during the LS in the
NW part of the Basin (Text-fig. 4). The Wilga–Izdebno–
Maciejowice region, like the eastern area, represented
land with a network of generally low-energy rivers.
Channel sandbodies attain small thickneses, reaching a
maximum of 10 m. They are accompanied by shales and
siltstones deposited on floodplains. 

To the SW, in the Stężyca–Rycice area, occur incised
shelf valleys like those in the vicinity of Abramów. It is
possible that the Stężyca 1, Stężyca 2, Stężyca 3k,
Stężyca 4, and Rycice 2 well sections represent the
same large valley. This valley was deepest near the
Stężyca 2 well, as shown by c. 40-m thick fluvial de-
posits in this area. Its depth would thus correspond to the
incision of the valley in the vicinity of Abramów. As-
suming that during the LS only fluvial deposits devel-
oped, it can be suggested that to the NW and SE of the
Stężyca 2 well the depth of the valley reached at least
c. 30 m. However, because the fluvial deposits are over-
lain by estuary deposits that also filled the valley, most
probably its depth near the remaining wells could be
close to maximum. 

filling of the valley probably began near the Stężyca
2, Stężyca 4, and Rycice 2 wells. The thickness of the
channel sandstones lying above the valley base, and de-
posited during relative sea-level rise, increases there
from 9 to 24 m to the SE. The lowest channels represent
high-energy environments, whereas the uppermost prob-
ably belonged to an anastomosed system (e.g. Stężyca
4). After the channels were filled, deposition took place
on a flooded fluvial plain. Similar transformation of

high- into low-energy channels in an incised valley has
been described by Hampson et al. (1997). 

In the vicinity of the Rycice 2 well, sandstones are
overlain by deposits of the bay-head delta, representing
the TST. This indicates flooding of the incised valley
generally from the S or SE. further relative sea-level rise
caused translocation of the valley mouth towards the po-
sition of the Stężyca 3k and Stężyca 2 wells. Its rapid
filling with sandy sediments deposited from fluvial hy-
perconcentrated flows resulted in the formation of thick
(7 m) massive sandstones, characteristic of early phases
of valley filling (see Martinsen 1994). To the SW occur
deposits of high-energy fluvial channels, followed by
low-energy fluvial channels, passing into floodplain
deposits. The thickness of the sandbodies formed in
the LS in this area reached c. 20 m, similar to the thick-
nesses in the vicinity of the Lublin IG 2 well. 

TST: Thin transgressive sediments occurring above de-
posits of the LST in the Stężyca area were probably
formed within an estuary (Text-fig. 9C). In the Stężyca
1 well section they consist of bioturbated sandstones,
and in the Stężyca 3k and Stężyca 2 well sections, of sin-
gle coarsening-upward cyclothems, probably formed
in a bay-head delta. Shales deposited in the estuary
basin contain disarticulated crinoid columnals, bivalves
and goniatite shell remains, indicating a marine setting
that can develop in the widest outer zone of the estuary,
under the influence of marine processes (see Dalrymple
and al. 1992; vide fig. 1; 1994, p. 5). It is also possible
that the remains of marine fauna were introduced into
the estuary basin during storms. 

In the vicinity of the Lublin IG 1 well (Text-fig. 5),
the TST deposits have been completely removed during
the LS of the next sequence. In the Lublin IG 2 well sec-
tion (Text-fig. 6), above the LST sandstones filling the
incised valley, occur shales (c. 5-m thick) probably de-
posited in an estuary basin. At their base are present two
thin conglomerate beds composed of intraclasts of car-
bonaceous shales and sideritic concretions. The con-
glomerates developed due to wave erosion of deposits
on the floodplain and document the transgressive wave
ravinement surface (according to Swift 1968). Above
the shales occur sandstones and siltstones of the bay-
head delta overlain by coals, pointing to the develop-
ment of a marsh setting in place of the filled estuary
(Text-fig. 9D). 

In the Łęczna IG 13 (Appendix, fig. 14) and Łęczna
IG 9 well sections (Text-fig. 3, 5), the TST deposits are
developed as a thick interval composed of coarsening-
upward type IId cyclothems and non-gradational type
IIId cyclothems, representing lake deltas, as well as de-
posits of the submarine part of the shallow-shelf delta. 
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In the Łęczna IG 9 well section, the maximum
flooding surface is located at the base of a coarsening-
upward type IIc cyclothem, within shallow-shelf shales,
corresponding to a gamma-ray maximum. The maxi-
mum flooding surface corresponds to the base of a non-
gradational type IIc cyclothem in the Łęczna IG 13
well section, whereas in the Lublin IG 2 well section
(Text-figs 5, 6; Appendix, fig. 10) it lies at the base of
marls covering the TST estuary deposits. 

HST: Deposits of the HST are generally thin and highly
eroded. They comprise non-gradational type IIIc and
IIId cyclothems, indicating aggradational accumulation
of deposits, followed by a coarsening-upward type Ic cy-
clothem formed during progradation of the delta lobe
(Łęczna IG 13). In the Lublin IG 2 well section occurs
one very thick coarsening-upward type Ic cyclothem, in-
dicating locally accelerating subsidence. In the upper
part of the HST occurs a thin limestone bed that in the
Łęczna IG 9 well section was designated by the letter in-
dex N (Porzycki 1988). This limestone, however, does
not correlate with the other limestone beds marked by
the same index in adjacent wells (e. g. Łęczna IG 13). 

Sequence 12

Deposits of sequence 12 are thickest (Table 1) in the
NW (Stężyca 4 and Rycice 2 wells; Text-fig. 4; Appen-
dix, figs 7, 8) and central part (Świdnik IG 1; Appen-
dix, fig. 13; Waksmundzka 2007a) of the study area.
The thickness generally decreases towards the margins
of the basin, to the NW and to the E. 

LST: Throughout the study area, deposits of the LST
comprise fluvial deposits filling incised shelf valleys or
formed between the valleys (Text-fig. 9A), except in the
Łęczna IG 13 well section (Text-fig. 5), where sand-
stones and siltstones of the delta plain are present. In the
central and eastern part of the study area in the Krowie
Bagno IG 1 well section occur thin single channel sand-
bodies (a few to more than 10 m thick), indicating
rather low fluvial erosion, probably linked with the low
gradient of the area during early LS. In the vicinity of
the Lublin IG 2 well, fluvial deposits were produced in
a low-energy anastomosed system. 

To the E, near the Łęczna IG 9 well, and to the NW,
the gradient was higher, therefore fluvial erosion reached
deeper, creating large incised valleys, where thick sand-
bodies were deposited in the late LS. Above the basal
unconformity in the incised valley section from the
Łęczna IG 9 well occur sandstones developed in sand-
bed braided channels and, above this, sandstones de-
posited in channels and on the floodplain of the anas-

tomosed system. The transition from high- to low-en-
ergy fluvial environments was linked with fall of gra-
dient and flow energy in channels, connected with rel-
ative sea-level rise. The fluvial interval is terminated by
extremely thick floodplain siltstones that could have
been formed during the TS. A similar interpretation
may also apply to the NW of the area, in the Wilga–
Izdebno region. 

The Maciejowice, Stężyca and Rycice areas (Text-
fig. 4) are probably located in the same incised valley.
The thickness of the deposits that fill the valley (c. 40
m) corresponds approximately to the value of incision
and relative sea-level fall. The smaller, 10-m thickness
of sandstones in the Maciejowice IG 1 well section in-
dicates that the incised valley was shallower there. To
the SE, towards the Rycice 2 well, the thickness of the
channel sandstones also decreases. The process of in-
cised valley filling was similar to that for the valleys
from sequence 11; the sequence 11 valley was partly ex-
humed near the position of the Stężyca 2 and Stężyca 4
wells during the LS of sequence 12. Thus, the valleys
occurring in these sequences belong to compound, pied-
mont incised-valley systems, filled with deposits rep-
resenting two sequences. 

The filling probably began earlier in the area near the
Stężyca 4 and Rycice 2 wells, where the total thickness
of two or three stacked channel sandbodies and flood-
plain deposits developed during relative sea-level rise,
is c. 30–40 m. The two lowermost channels were formed
in high-energy braided rivers; the third, uppermost chan-
nel in the Stężyca 4 well section probably represents the
anastomosed system. After the channels were filled,
deposition took place on a flooded floodplain; deposits
representing this stage can be found in the Rycice 2 well
section. In this area they are overlain by thin marls, be-
longing to the TST, which indicate that the valley mouth
was widest here and marine conditions prevailed (see
Pritchard 1967). The sea flooded the area generally
from the S or SE. 

To the NW, in the vicinity of the Stężyca 1, Stężyca
3k, and Stężyca 2 wells, occur three stacked channel
sandbodies. The lowest is probably contemporaneous
with channels of the anastomosed system from the
Stężyca 4 well section, whereas the upper ones are
younger. The two lower channels were formed in a me-
andering river system. The uppermost sandstones from
the Stężyca 3k well section were also formed in this en-
vironment. Near the Stężyca 2 well section, rapid aggra-
dation of deposits took place, as evidenced by the pres-
ence of 11-m thick massive sandstones, developed in
hyperconcentrated flows.

In the Stężyca 1 and Stężyca 3k well sections there
is oil and gas (Helcel-Weil and Dzięgielowski 2003)
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Text-fig. 8. Lithofacies of depositional systems tracts in sequence 12 from north-western, central and eastern regions of the Lublin Basin (detailed 

logs are shown in Text-fig. 3 and in the Appendix)



within the LST sandstones of sequence 12 indicating
their reservoir potential (Waksmundzka 2008b; Kom-
brink et al. 2010 see chapter 6.3.6 ).

The maximum regression surface is located at the
top of the floodplain deposits, which are the topmost
sediments of the LST.

TST: In the Stężyca–Rycice area, the TST comprises
marls and coarsening-upward type-Ic and IIc cy-
clothems (Text-fig. 8), probably formed in a bay-head
delta (Text-fig. 9C). At the top of the estuary sediments
occur shaly Stigmaria soils, indicating brief emersion
and growth of vegetation. The total thickness of the flu-
vial and estuary deposits suggests that the valley incision
could have reached c. 50 m. 

In the eastern part of the study area (Text-figs 5, 8),
the TST deposits consist of coarsening-upward and
non-gradational cyclothems (corresponding to parase-
quences), formed in an inner-shelf delta, interfingering
with two thin limestone beds (beds L and M of Porzy-
cki 1988). In the Łęczna IG 13 well section occur only
distal non-gradational type IIIc cyclothems, which in-
dicates that this area was farthest from the ancient shore-
line. In the Lublin IG 2 well section are present mainly
coarsening-upward type Ic cyclothems, with very thin
mouth-bar sandstones, and type IIc cyclothems. Type IId
and IIId cyclothems can also be observed, indicating
rather long-lasting deposition on the delta plain. The
TST deposits attain the greatest thickness in the central
area, thus the supply of material from land areas must
have been larger here than in the Łęczna region. 

The maximum flooding surface is located within
probably “anoxic” shallow-shelf shales (see discussion
in the description of TST sequence 3), which correspond
to a gamma-ray maximum on the Łęczna IG 13 wireline
log. Elsewhere, this facies is not present, and the max-
imum flooding surface lies within prodelta shales and,
in the east, at the base of a thin limestone bed. This bed
in the Łęczna IG 9 well section was designated by
Porzycki (1988) with the letter index O but with the let-
ter index N in the Łęczna IG 13 well section. 

In the eastern part of the study area, fluvial sedi-
ments were deposited during LS and TS. Most of this re-
gion was flooded by the sea during the maximum trans-
gression. The areas of the Wilga IG 1 (Text-fig. 4) and
Krowie Bagno IG 1 (Text-fig. 5) wells, at opposite ends
of the sedimentary basin, were not covered by TS de-
posits; in these areas, sequence 12 is developed en-
tirely as fluvial sediments. 

HST: The top of the HST deposits in sequence 12 is
eroded, particularly near the Abramów 7 and Lublin IG
2 wells (Text-fig. 6) where HST deposits have been en-

tirely removed. In the east, the HST deposits are com-
posed of coarsening-upward type Ic and IIc cyclothems
developed during progradation of an inner-shelf delta.
These strata contain relatively thick sandstones of
mouth-bars and distributary channels. In the Łęczna IG
13 well section, the HST deposits include a thin, partly
dolomitic limestone bed that was designated by Porzy-
cki (1988) with the letter index O, documenting short-
term shallow-shelf conditions. 

Sequence 13

The greatest thickness of sequence 13 deposits
(Table 1) occurs in the eastern part of the study area
(Text-fig. 5), where it is relatively thick in parts of the
central area and reduced erosionally in marginal parts. 

LST: Above the basal unconformity occur fluvial sand-
stones formed during late LS. They are thickest (ca. 45
m) in the easternmost part of the area, in the Krowie
Bagno IG 1 well section (Appendix, fig. 16). These sed-
iments probably fill a large incised valley formed dur-
ing early LS (Text-fig. 9A). 

To the SW, the rivers eroded shallower valleys, as re-
flected in thinner deposits–c. 15 m near Łęczna and in
the Lublin IG 1 well section, and several metres in the
Lublin IG 2 and Nasutów 1 well sections (Text-fig. 6).
Presumably a flat coastal-plain of the anastomosed sys-
tem was located near the position of the Lublin IG 2
well. 

To the SW, a lateral transition of the channel types
can be observed. In the vicinity of the Łęczna IG 25 well
(Waksmundzka 2007a), a high-energy braided river de-
veloped at first, followed by a low-energy braided river.
Braided rivers also occurred in the vicinity of the Łęczna
IG 13 and Łęczna IG 9 wells (Text-figs 3, 5), whereas
meandering rivers with lower energy flow were present
near the Lublin IG 2 well. Gradual rise of relative sea-
level caused further decrease in gradient and the river
system was transformed into an anastomosed system.
Above the channel sandstones are present thick intervals
of shales and siltstones representing a flooded flood-
plain. Shallow lakes with small deltas were present
there, which, after filling with sediments, became over-
grown by vegetation. Similar processes took place dur-
ing LS in the NW part of the study area. 

The maximum regression surface is located at the
base of coals or carbonaceous shales that overlie the flu-
vial deposits. 

TST, HST: Above the LST occur TST deposits, devel-
oped in the Lublin IG 2 well section as coarsening-up-
ward type Ic and IId cyclothems, as well as non-grada-
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Text-fig. 9. Variation in depositional environments of the paralic Carboniferous deposits reflecting their position on the relative sea-level curve



tional type IIIc cyclothems. In the Łęczna IG 9 well sec-
tion only type IIc cyclothems are observed, which are
thicker and more distal in character. 

The maximum flooding surface is located within
prodelta or shallow-shelf shales, which in the Krowie
Bagno IG 1 well section contain brachiopods, crinoid
columnals, bivalves, and goniatite remains. 

The HST comprises coarsening-upward type Ic and
IIc cyclothems, formed during progradation of delta
lobes. In most of the NW part of the basin and in its cen-
tre, TST and HST deposits were completely eroded
during the next LS. 

Sequence 14

Deposits of sequence 14 are generally thin (Table 1),
erosionally reduced and, in some cases, only several me-
tres thick. They are slightly thicker to the NW, except in
the Wilga IG 1 well area (Text-fig. 4). 

LST: The LST deposits comprise massive sandstones,
up to c. 18-m thick, filling an incised valley (Łęczna IG
13; Text-fig. 5; Appendix, fig. 14). They could have
been deposited during high-energy hyperconcentrated
flow within a large incised valley (Text-fig. 9A, B). The
valley was at least 30 m deep, allowing for erosional re-
duction of the topmost deposits. Most probably the
same origin can be assumed for the LST deposits in the
Łęczna IG 9 well section; they were, however, almost
completely reduced during the following LS. Near the
Łęczna IG 25 well (Waksmundzka 2007a), deposition
took place in a braided channel with downstream-ac-
creting alternate bars. It is possible that this river flowed
within an incised valley in its more proximal part, where
deposits of sequence 14 are largely eroded.

Incised valleys most probably did not develop in the
easternmost part of the study area, in the centre near the
Lublin IG 2 well (Text-fig. 5) and in the NW near the
Maciejowice IG 1 well (Text-fig. 4). Near the Lublin IG
2 well, sandy deposits several metres thick were de-
posited during LS, filling a meandering river channel.
This channel was located on a near-shore alluvial plain,
passing into a delta plain. The sandstones are overlain
by siltstones and Stigmaria soils that were formed on a
floodplain. The maximum regression surface has been
placed at the base of the overlying coal bed. 

TST, HST: Deposits representing the TST and HST oc-
cur only near the Lublin IG 2 well (Appendix, fig. 10).
Within the TST occur two coarsening-upward cy-
clothems corresponding to parasequences. The lower
and upper cyclothem represent types Ic and type IIc re-
spectively, indicating transition from proximal to more

distal parts of the delta lobe. Higher up occurs the most
distal, non-gradational type IIIc cyclothem, within
which the maximum flooding surface is located in
prodelta shales. The upper part of this cyclothem, de-
veloped as prodelta shales and shaly Stigmaria soils,
represents the HST. Its upper part is eroded. 

Sequence 15

Deposits of sequence 15 attain their greatest thick-
ness (Table 1) in the NW part of the study area in the
Wilga IG 1 well section (Text-fig. 4) and decrease to the
SE (Text-fig. 5). 

LST: The basal unconformity of this sequence corre-
sponds to the base of incised valleys that developed dur-
ing early LS (Text-fig. 9A). These valleys most proba-
bly had a similar pattern to the incised valleys of
sequence 14. Erosion resulted in the exhumation of the
older generation of deposits filling the valleys; in late LS
with relative sea-level rise, secondary filling of the val-
leys took place with sandy deposits of fluvial channels
and hyperconcentrated flows. Thus, the valleys of se-
quences 14 and 15 belong to compound incised valleys
filled with deposits representing more than one se-
quence, and they therefore represent a piedmont in-
cised-valley system. Amalgamation of LST sandstones
from sequences 13 to 15 near the Łęczna IG 13 (Text-
fig. 5; Appendix, fig. 14) and Łęczna IG 25 (Appendix,
fig. 15; Waksmundzka 2007a) wells, and of sequences
14 to 15 in the remaining area, resulted in formation of
the thickest sandbody in the Lublin Basin, reaching
75–96 m in thickness. Studies of fully-cored sections al-
lowed reconstruction of the vertical succession of litho-
facies and depositional environments which, like those
of the deposits filling the incised valleys of lower se-
quences, is characterized by the vertical transition of
high-energy environments into low-energy sedimen-
tary conditions. However, particular sections located in
different incised valleys differ in the individual succes-
sions of environments represented. Examples are given
below, based on the Łęczna IG 9, Łęczna IG 13 and
Łęczna IG 25 well sections from the central and eastern
parts of the basin. 

To the NNE, in the vicinity of the Łęczna IG 9 well
(Text-fig. 5), was located a relatively shallow valley
(compared to those located to the SW). It is filled with
c. 30 m of sandstones, which formed at first in high-en-
ergy hyperconcentrated flow conditions. A specific
lithofacies of 22-m thick massive sandstone was formed
at this stage. Due to relative sea-level rise, valley gra-
dient and flow energy decreased. Hyperconcentrated
flow disappeared, and the upper part of the sandstones
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was formed in a sand-bed braided channel, followed by
a sand-bed channel of the anastomosed system. The
maximum regression surface probably lies at the top of
these sandstones. 

The sandstones filling the valley in the vicinity of the
Łęczna IG 13 well are thicker (40 m) than those in the
Łęczna IG 9 well section. Initial deposition took place
in a sand-gravel-bed braided channel, followed by a
sand-bed braided channel. Next, deposition from high-
energy hyperconcentrated flow prevailed; this flow was
probably briefer than that which produced the Łęczna IG
9 well section, as suggested by thinner (6 m) deposits at
Łęczna IG 13. Hyperconcentrated flow terminated with
a decrease in flow energy and sediment concentration.
Subsequent deposition took place in a high-energy sand-
bed braided channel that evolved later into a low-energy
declining channel and floodplain of a low-energy sand-
bed braided river. At the top of the fluvial interval there
are sandy Stigmaria soils, indicating cessation of flow
and the evolution of vegetation cover in the area. The
soils are overlain by coals, at the base of which the max-
imum regression surface is located; the coals belong to
the TST. 

The deposits filling the incised valley in the vicin-
ity of the Łęczna IG 25 well section are thickest (65 m).
At first, the sediments were deposited in a sand-bed
braided channel with alternate bars, and next in a sand-
bed braided river. The channels are characterized by in-
tense aggradation of deposits. Decrease in valley gra-
dient and flow energy influenced deposition of the
following interval, which developed in the channel and
on the floodplain of a meandering river and consists
mainly of fine-grained deposits. Higher in the succes-
sion, deposits representing a braided river appear, and
again pass into sediments of a sand-bed meandering
river. Thick floodplain deposits above these strata were
formed after the channels were completely filled and the
area was flooded during relative sea-level rise. The
floodplain deposits are overlain by coals and carbona-
ceous shales formed during transgression. 

In the vicinity of the Lublin IG 2 well, as in sequence
14 (Text-figs 5, 6), incised valleys do not occur at all,
and the LST is represented by meandering river de-
posits. Several-metre-thick sandstones developed in a
channel on a coastal plain passing into a delta plain.
Above the sandstones occurs a coarsening-upward type-
IId cyclothem formed on a flooded floodplain. At its top
lie coals assigned to the TST.

TST, HST: Typically, the TST deposits begin with coal
beds, above which, as e.g. in the Łęczna IG 13 well sec-
tion, occur estuary deposits that fill the incised valley
(Text-fig. 9C, D). These deposits include a coarsening-

upward type Ic cyclothem that could have formed within
a bay-head delta. Above this lie cyclothems deposited
within the delta plain: a coarsening-upward type IId cy-
clothem, then a fining-upward cyclothem composed of
distributary channel sandstones and thick fine-grained
deposits, and a non-gradational type IIId cyclothem.
These cyclothems were formed during the final stage of
the filling of the incised valley. The total thickness of flu-
vial deposits representing the LST and the estuary de-
posits of the TST filling the incised valley indicate that
erosion during the LS of sequence 15 cut into at least 60
m of older deposits. 

In the upper part of the TST deposits in the Łęczna
IG 13 well section occur two subsequent cyclothems: a
coarsening-upward type IIc cyclothem and a non-gra-
dational type IIIc cyclothem with thick prodelta mem-
bers, formed within a distal inner-shelf delta. A similar
origin has also been inferred for the thin TST deposits
in the Łęczna IG 25 and Lublin IG 2 well sections. 

The maximum flooding surface is located at the
base of the thin limestone bed designated by Porzycki
(1988) with the letter index P (Łęczna IG 13) or within
prodelta shales representing the lower part of a coars-
ening-upward type IIc cyclothem (e.g. Lublin IG 2).
This surface was not recognized in the Łęczna IG 9 well
section and in the Stężyca–Rycice region, because the
TST and HST deposits are developed there in terrestrial
facies. They comprise extremely thick floodplain de-
posits of the anastomosed system. Presumably a flooded
land occurred in this area, on which lakes were formed
during relative sea-level rise and filled later with shales
and siltstones and overgrown with vegetation. In the
flooded zones, without supply of clastic material,
marshes developed. Coals overlying the fluvial deposits
belong to the succeeding sequence. 

Deposits of the HST are typically thin and have
been eroded. Deltaic cyclothems have been recog-
nized within them: a non-gradational type IIIc, coars-
ening-upward type IIc and a non-gradational type IIId
with a progressively proximal character (Łęczna IG
13), or a single coarsening-upward type IIc cyclothem
(Łęczna IG 25).

Sequence 16

The deposits of sequence 16 are thickest (Table 1)
in the vicinity of the Świdnik IG 1 and Łęczna IG 25
wells, and relatively thick in the eastern and central
part of the study area. 

LST: The lowermost deposits of this sequence are rep-
resented by channel sandstones deposited initially in
high-energy conditions that later passed into a low-en-
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ergy anastomosed system (Łęczna IG 25; Appendix,
fig. 15; Waksmundzka 2007a). Above them occurs an
extremely thick interval of shales, siltstones, Stigmaria
soils and coals formed on a flooded alluvial plain (Text-
fig. 9A, B). Coarsening-upward type IId cyclothems that
were deposited in lake deltas are present within them. In
the remaining area, above the base of the sequence al-
luvial plain deposits occur, i.e. coals and Stigmaria
soils, which are thickest in the Lublin IG 2 well section
(Text-fig. 5; Appendix, fig. 10), and thinnest in the
Abramów–Nasutów area (Text-fig. 6; Appendix, fig 11,
12) and to the NW. 

TST: In the Lublin IG 2 well section, the maximum re-
gression surface lies below coals overlying floodplain
deposits (Text-fig. 9C, D). The coals, along with the
overlying deltaic type IIc cyclothem, belong to the TST.
The maximum flooding surface lies within the prodelta
shales of the higher type IIc cyclothem and is located
within the Dunbarella papyracea horizon (Musiał and
Tabor 1988), recognized in the fully cored Łęczna IG 9,
Łęczna IG 13 (Text-figs 5), Łęczna IG 25 (Waks-
mundzka 2007a), and Lublin IG 2 wells (Text-figs 5, 6).
This is the highest faunally documented marine hori-
zon and indicates the top of the paralic succession in
the basin. In the Łęczna IG 25 well section, shallow-
shelf shales reflected by gamma-ray maxima occur
within this horizon, suggesting that the maximum
flooding surface is linked with this horizon. Analogous
gamma-ray maxima have also been observed in the
Nasutów IG 1 wireline log. In the remaining wells the
maximum flooding surface is placed in distal deltaic
lithofacies corresponding to gamma-ray maxima. The
Dunbarella papyracea horizon is treated herein as
isochronous (following Musiał and Tabor 1988), and
corresponds to the boundary between Westphalian A
and Westphalian B.

In the NW part of the study area, gamma-ray max-
ima have not been observed within the deltaic and shal-
low-shelf deposits of sequence 16, indicating that this
area was located in the marginal zone of the sedimen-
tary basin, where anoxic conditions did not develop.The
absence of gamma-ray maxima there could also be at-
tributed to erosion of anoxic shales during the next LS. 

HST: In central and eastern areas, HST sediments of se-
quence 16 were deposited in an inner-shelf delta envi-
ronment (Text-fig. 9f) and consist of coarsening-upward
type IIc and Ic cyclothems that are progressively more
proximal in character. Sandstones of mouth-bars and
delta distributary channels occur within them, pointing
to intense clastic material supply and filling of accom-
modation space. In the upper part of sequence 16 near

the Łęczna IG 9 well a thick fluvial interval occurs
above the deltaic deposits. It comprises channel sand-
stones of the anastomosed system, as well as shales, silt-
stones, Stigmaria soils, and coals deposited on the flood-
plain of this system. Coarsening-upward cyclothems
developed in lake deltas are also present. 

Deposits of the inner-shelf delta from the HST thin
out to the east, and in the Krowie Bagno IG1 well sec-
tion (Text-fig. 5) the entire sequence is composed of flu-
vial deposits. Therefore, the maximum extent of the
transgression was to the east of the position of the
Łęczna IG 9 well. In the NW part of the study area, the
transgression reached farther to the NW, beyond the
Wilga IG 1 well area (Text-fig. 4). 

In the E and NW parts of the study area, the top of
sequence 16 is erosional and linked with the LS of the
following sequence 17, which was not a subject of this
study. The greatest thickness reduction is present in the
NW part of the area in the Wilga IG 1 well section,
where erosion removed the entire HST and a large part
of the TST. More complete sequence 16 successions are
represented in the Maciejowice IG 1 and Stężyca 4
well sections, in which deltaic deposits of the TST, the
maximum flooding surface and the lower part of the
HST are all present.

In the central part of the study area, the top of se-
quence 16 corresponds to the top of the Carboniferous
and is linked with the erosion that prevailed in the
Lublin Basin area from Stephanian to Early Jurassic
time. Erosion was deepest in the Łęczna IG 13 well sec-
tion, where it removed the HST and the upper part of the
TST of sequence 16. In the Lublin IG 2 well section
(Text-figs 5, 6), the upper boundary of sequence 16
corresponds to the top of the sediments deposited in the
submarine part of the delta, above which fluvial deposits
occur that are assigned to the following sequence. 

SUMMARy Of DEPOSITIONAL CHARACTERIS-
TICS

The sequence stratigraphy of the paralic Carbonif-
erous succession shows a distinctly bi-partite character.
In its lower part, comprising sequences 2 to 10, the
thickest deposits represent the TST and HST and include
thick limestone beds and shallow-shelf shales. Deposits
of incised valleys of the LST are thin or lacking. This
part of the succession formed in a generally marine or
distal-deltaic sedimentary regime.

With regard to lithofacies development and origin,
similar sequences have been described from the Penn-
sylvanian of Kansas, USA by Maynard and Leeder
(1992) and Archer et al. (1994), as well as from the Car-
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boniferous of Ireland by Davies and Elliot (1996) and
England by Davies and McLean (1996), Davies and al.
(1999) and Tucker (2003). The lithofacies of sequences
2 to 10 from the Lublin Basin greatly resemble those de-
scribed by Smith Jr. and Read (1999, 2001) from the Up-
per Mississippian of the Illinois Basin, USA. The latter
differ, however, in having thicker limestone beds and in-
cluding other microfacies, e.g. ooid, not noted in the
limestones from the Lublin Basin.

The upper part of the paralic succession, encom-
passing sequences 11 to 16, is characterized by gener-
ally thick deposits filling incised valleys and thin TST
and HST complexes. Within the latter, thin limestone
beds and shallow-shelf shales occur only occasionally.
This part of the succession was generally formed in a
deltaic and fluvial sedimentary regime.

Similar sequences with regard to the lithofacies
composition and thickness relations between the par-
ticular depositional systems tracts have been described
from the Pennsylvanian of the Ruhr Basin in Germany
(Hampson et al. 1999; Süss et al. 2001), England
(Church and Gawthorpe 1994; Martinsen et al. 1995),
North Sea (O’Mara et al. 1998), Ireland (Hampson et al.
1997), Wales (Hampson 1998; George 2001; Jerrett
and Hampson 2007), the limnic Lorraine Basin, france
(Izart et al. 2005), the Moscow Platform, Russia (Briand
et al. 1998) and the Donets Basin, Russia/Ukraine (Izart
et al. 1996, 2002, 2003a and b) and the U.S. (Aitken and
flint 1994). 

Detailed analysis of coarsening-upward and non-
gradational cyclothems allowed the paralic Carbonifer-
ous of the Lublin Basin (except for sequence 1 which is
composed only of fining-upward cyclothems) to be
subdivided into three intervals differing in their depo-
sitional regime. 

Within sequences 2 to 7, coarsening-upward type IIc
cyclothems representing the submarine part of the delta
prevail. Non-gradational type IIIc cyclothems are quite
frequent and the least frequent are coarsening-upward
type Ic cyclothems. These cyclothems consist of the
thickest beds of shallow-shelf limestones, marls and
shales; prodelta shales and siltstones, as well as silt-
stones of the delta front. Prodelta shales and siltstones
attain maximum thicknesses (c. 35 m) within these cy-
clothems. The large number of coarsening-upward type-
IIc cyclothems typically formed in transgressive condi-
tions is linked with the great thickness of TST deposits.
The dominance of shallow-shelf and prodelta lithofacies
indicates generally marine and distal-delta sedimentary
regimes and aggradation of sediments. In turn, the max-
imum thickness of cyclothems reaching c. 30–40 m is
connected with maximum depth of the marine basin and
subsequent filling of the maximum accommodation

space. The rarity of complete type Ic cyclothems, which
generally develop during the progradation of delta lobes
during HS, reflects erosion and locally complete re-
moval of HST deposits. This factor could also explain
the rarity or absence of type IId cyclothems that devel-
oped in lakes and small deltas on the delta plain. 

In sequences 8 to 10, coarsening-upward type IId cy-
clothems representing the delta plain and formed in the
small lake deltas prevail. Their great thickness (up to c.
10 m) indicates rather long periods of deposition in an
environment of a rapidly aggrading delta plain during
relative sea-level HS. Also numerous are coarsening-up-
ward type IIc cyclothems, formed in the submarine part
of the delta during both the TS and HS. Less numerous
are type Ic cyclothems, developed during progradation
of delta lobes under HS conditions. Their thickness,
reaching a maximum of c. 14 m, probably reflects the
maximum depth of the marine basin during deposition
of sequences 8 to 10; this maximum was, however, less
than that during the deposition of sequences 2 to 7. 

Sediments deposited during sequences 8 to 10 ac-
cumulated in a deltaic sedimentary regime. Within
coarsening-upward cyclothems, individual members
are rather thin (thickness up to several metres). This in-
dicates regular migration of delta sub-environments
from prodelta, through delta slope, to a fully developed
delta plain, indicated by the presence of sandstones of
delta channels and coarsening-upward cyclothems of
small lake deltas. 

Coarsening-upward cyclothems in the uppermost
part of the paralic succession in the Lublin Basin, en-
compassing sequences 11 to 16, were characterized on
the basis of fully cored sections of the Lublin IG 2,
Łęczna IG 9, and Łęczna IG 13 wells. They are domi-
nated by coarsening-upward and non-gradational cy-
clothems of the submarine part of the delta. 

In the Lublin IG 2 well section, coarsening-upward
type Ic and IIc cyclothems predominate, reaching c. 17
m and c. 23 m in maximum thickness respectively, and
reflect the rather deep sea in that part of the basin. In
these cyclothems, distal facies, i.e., shallow-shelf and
prodelta shales as well as siltstones of the delta slope, at-
tain a maximum of c. 13 m in thickness, whereas the
proximal facies, i.e., mouth-bar sandstones as well as
shales and phytogenic deposits of the delta plain, are
typically several metres thick. In type Ic cyclothems
formed during transgression, mouth-bar deposits are
very thin, whereas in the more common cyclothems
formed during HS, mouth-bar sandstones are much
thicker. 

In the Łęczna IG 13 well section, non-gradational
type IIIc cyclothems and coarsening-upward type Ic
cyclothems are commonest, reaching a maximum of c.
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12 m and c. 16 m respectively, and reflect a shallower
marine basin than that seen in the Lublin IG 2 well sec-
tion. Non-gradational type IIIc cyclothems aggraded
during maximum transgression and at the beginning of
the HS, when the sea was deepest and the distance to
land was greatest.

In the Łęczna IG 9 well section, coarsening-upward
type IIc cyclothems, up to c. 20 m thick, occur. Those
that developed during TS comprise thick prodelta and
inner-shelf shales and sometimes lack deposits of the
delta plain, whereas those formed during HS have a thin-
ner prodelta and a well-developed phytogenic delta
plain member.

In sections of the analyzed wells coarsening-up-
ward cyclothems and non-gradational cyclothems of
the delta plain attaining c. 7 to 11 m in thickness also oc-
cur. Their development was linked with intense aggra-
dation of delta plain deposits in response to increasing
relative sea-level during TS, as well as abundant supply
of detrital material, filling of accommodation space and
evolution of the delta plain during HS. 

The paralic Carboniferous sediments representing
sequences 11 to 16 were deposited under a deltaic sed-
imentary regime dominated by prograding submarine
delta deposits during HS, which is shown by relatively
thick delta slope and mouth-bar deposits. The maximum
thicknesses of coarsening-upward cyclothems of the
submarine part of the delta reflect relatively great wa-
ter depths, which were greater than those from se-
quences 8 to 10, but smaller than those from sequences
2 to 7. Rather thick coarsening-upward type IId and Id
cyclothems indicate long-term deposition on a fully de-
veloped delta plain with distributary channels and small
lake deltas. 

CORRELATION Of SEqUENCE STRATIGRAPHy
WITH THE CHRONOSTRATIGRAPHIC SCHEME
fOR THE CARBONIfEROUS SySTEM

A principal assumption in sequence stratigraphy is
the prime significance of relative sea-level oscillations
in the formation of depositional sequences. In the case
of the Carboniferous System, this opinion is justified by
a relatively simple link between sea-level changes and
the rhythm of successive glacial episodes. Glaciation be-
gan in the southern hemisphere in latest Viséan time and
lasted, with only short breaks, until about Early Permian
time (Veevers and Powell 1987). Thus, in the entire suc-
cession of the paralic Carboniferous of the Lublin Basin,
glacial episodes could represent a major factor influ-
encing the course of sedimentary processes. This con-
cept was confirmed in numerous reports on the rhythm

of shelf sedimentation developed on the margins of the
Laurussia palaeocontinent (Ramsbottom 1973, 1977,
1979, 1981). 

On the other hand, the Carboniferous Period was a
time of numerous diastrophic events that resulted in un-
conformities or stratigraphic gaps. Determining the pres-
ence of unconformities is relatively easy, whereas re-
solving whether a stratigraphic gap is of tectonic or
eustatic origin is much more difficult. A specific case is
the mid-Carboniferous boundary between the Mississip-
pian and Pennsylvanian. This boundary is linked with one
of the larger Phanerozoic extinction events (Ne-
mirovskaya et al. 1993); moreover, it is accompanied by
stratigraphic gaps (Ramsbottom 1973, 1977, 1979, 1981;
Saunders et al. 1979; Vdovenko and Poletaev 1981;
Saunders and Ramsbottom 1986; Alekseev et al 2004). 

The sequence stratigraphy scheme presented herein,
supplemented by biostratigraphic data (summarised in
Musiał and Tabor 1988 and Skompski 1998), allows
very precise determination of the number and duration
of stratigraphic gaps in the paralic succession of the Car-
boniferous in the Lublin Basin. 

Based on lithofacies schemes and analysis of depo-
sitional sequences, three relative sea-level curves have
been constructed for the paralic Carboniferous for the
NW, central and E parts of the Basin (Text-fig. 10). They
illustrate the fluctuations of terrestrial, deltaic and shal-
low shelf environments within each of the 16 deposi-
tional sequences distinguished. Three of the 16 maxi-
mum flooding surfaces identified, precisely dated by
goniatites and conodonts, have been used in chronos-
tratigraphic correlation of the relative sea-level curves:

– the maximum flooding surface of sequence 7, cor-
responding to the gamma-ray maximum within the
Posidonia corrugata I horizon, is equivalent to the
E2b goniatite Zone; 

– the maximum flooding surface of sequence 8, cor-
responding to the gamma-ray maximum within the
Posidonia corrugata II horizon, is equivalent to
the H1ab goniatite Zone;

– the maximum flooding surface of sequence 16,
corresponding to the gamma-ray maximum within
the Dunbarella papyracea horizon, is considered
to mark the boundary between Westphalian A and
Westphalian B (Musiał and Tabor 1988; Skomp-
ski 1996). 

The age of the deposits composing sequence 10 is
also well constrained based on the presence of the go-
niatite Reticuloceras bilingue, an index taxon of the
R2b goniatite Zone, in the Lublin IG 2 well section
(Musiał and Tabor 1983). 

Transgressive-regressive intervals composed of
smaller cyclothems are a well-known feature of the
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Text-fig. 10. Correlation of sequence stratigraphy and relative sea-level oscillations of the paralic Carboniferous in the Lublin Basin with the stratigraphic scheme (Gradstein and Ogg 2004) and the transgressive-regressive curve for the Western European Carboniferous (Ross and Ross 1985)



Carboniferous succession. In the UK, these intervals
have been called mesothems, and defined “as strati-
graphical units of middle rank bounded by unconfor-
mities on cratonic (block or shelf) areas, but with their
limits defined in conformable successions” (Ramsbot-
tom 1977, 1979, 1981). The presence of abundant go-
niatites in the Carboniferous sections in the UK has en-
abled precise correlation of the mesothems with
goniatite zones, and thus with local stages. The result-
ing chronostratigraphic scheme is commonly applied in
many European Carboniferous basins, despite the exis-
tence of a new global chronostratigraphic standard
(Gradstein and Ogg 2004).

The eustatic origin of mesothems, assumed by
Ramsbottom (1973, 1977, 1979, 1981), allows their
correlation with other Carboniferous sections, including
those from Western Europe (Ramsbottom 1977, 1978),
North America (Saunders et al. 1979; Ross and Ross
1985, 1988; Maynard and Leeder 1992), as well as
Eastern Europe (Russian Platform) (Ross and Ross
1985, 1988; Izart et al. 2003b; Alekseev et al. 2004).
The sequence stratigraphy scheme and curves of relative
sea-level oscillations of the paralic Carboniferous in
the Lublin Basin have been correlated with the strati-
graphic scheme and transgressive-regressive curve for
the English Carboniferous (Ross and Ross 1985), as has
been done by other authors (e.g. Alekseev et al. 1996;
Smith and Read 2001) (Text-fig. 9). The correlation was
based on the genetic similarity between the English
mesothems and the depositional sequences from the
Lublin Basin, as well as on biostratigraphic data for the
faunal horizons. This resulted in detailed correlation of
all the well sections studied with the English stages
and substages; such correlation would have been im-
precise or even impossible using solely biostratigraphic
methods. In the chronostratigraphic subdivisions pre-
sented in the text-figures, the global scheme accepted by
the Carboniferous Stratigraphy Subcommission (Grad-
stein and Ogg 2004) has also been applied.

The closest and most applicable reference section for
the Carboniferous of the Lublin Basin is the succession
from the Moscow Basin in Russia, for which Alekseev
et al. (2004) presented a curve of relative sea-level
changes. However, correlation with this section is ham-
pered by the presence of a large stratigraphic gap en-
compassing an interval from the uppermost Arnsbergian
to the lowermost Duckmantian in the Moscow Basin
section. for this reason, it is better to compare with the
sequence stratigraphy of the Donets Basin in Ukraine
(Izart et al. 2003b).

The known age of several correlation horizons, i.e.
the maximum flooding surfaces of sequences 7, 8 and
16, as well as sequence 10, allows attribution to the cor-

responding mesothems. Thus, the maximum flooding
surface of sequence 7 has been correlated with the up-
per boundary of the E2b goniatite Zone, which lies in the
upper part of mesothem N2. This mesothem is charac-
terized by the largest transgression of all English
mesothems (Ramsbottom 1977) and correlates well
with the lower part of sequence 7, which formed during
the maximum transgression of the entire paralic Car-
boniferous succession of the Lublin Basin. Due to the
great thickness of sequence 7, and thus the likely longer
duration of sedimentation compared with other se-
quences, its upper part has been attributed to the next
mesothem, N3, which in the UK is distinctly regressive
and has a smaller geographic extent (Ramsbottom
1977). The remaining Lublin Basin sequences corre-
spond to single mesothems. 

Comparison of the lower part of the succession en-
compassing sequences 1 to 6 with mesothems D4 to N1
allowed the likely age of sequence 1 deposits to be de-
termined (Text-fig. 11). Previously, estimation of the
age of these deposits was relatively difficult (see dis-
cussion in Porzycki 1988 and Skompski 1998). De-
posits of this sequence correspond to the Variegated Se-
ries, described from the Carboniferous succession in the
Lublin Basin by Cebulak and Porzycki (1966); this
unit is devoid of fossils and lies above biostratigraphi-
cally documented Upper fammenian deposits and be-
low Upper Viséan strata. Porzycki (1988) suggested
that the age of the Variegated Series may correspond to
the Middle Viséan. Based on the correlation presented
herein, it is assumed that deposition of sequence 1,
which begins the Carboniferous succession in the
Lublin Basin, starts in the base of the Holkerian or
slightly later within this substage (which corresponds
to mesothem D4). In sequence 1 only alluvial deposits
occur, and the data from only four wells do not allow
surfaces related to the succeeding stages of the trans-
gressive-regressive cycle to be distinguished. If de-
posits of these late stages are indeed present, it would
suggest that sequence 1 is fully developed and corre-
sponds entirely to mesothem D4 and thus to the Holk-
erian. However, the occurrence of deposits represent-
ing this substage has not been confirmed by
biostratigraphic data in the Lublin Basin. Verification
of this idea would require additional studies that lie be-
yond the scope of this paper. 

The transgressions of the succeeding sequences are
of greater extent, and the pattern of sequences indi-
cates overlapping. In the vicinity of the Łęczna IG 13
and Łęczna IG 9 wells, deposition of Carboniferous de-
posits began later than in the central part of the basin, at
the beginning of the early Asbian (sequence 2) corre-
sponding to mesothem D5a. In the E and NW part of the
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Text-fig. 11. Correlation of the sequence stratigraphy of the paralic Carboniferous in the Lublin Basin with the Western Europe Carboniferous stratigraphic scheme (Ross and Ross 1985) and the global standard (Gradstein and Ogg 2004)



Lublin Basin deposition began even later – in the later
Asbian (sequence 3). Sedimentation in the NW part of
the basin near the Wilga IG 1 well began last, at the be-
ginning of the Brigantian. 

The sequence stratigraphy scheme presented here
supports the diachronous commencement of deposi-
tion of the Carboniferous succession in the Lublin Basin
that was suggested by Porzycki (1988) and Skompski
(1998). A time gap of about 2.5 Ma in the E part of the
basin seems likely, with a gap of about 2.5–4.5 Ma in the
NW part. This time range is based on the geochrono-
logical scale of Menning and The German Stratigraphic
Commission (2002), and does not take into account the
duration of the Holkerian Substage (3.5 Ma), deposits
of which are only possibly present in the Lublin Basin.
Both the range of the diachroneity, as well as the ab-
solute extent of the stratigraphic gaps, are estimated val-
ues with a large error (which for the intervals analyzed
ranges from ±2.2 to ±8 Ma according to Menning et al.
2000). These errors reflect the precision of the absolute
dating, on the basis of which Menning and The German
Stratigraphic Commission (2002) constructed their
geochronological scale. 

The lack of deposits of sequence 5 in the Łęczna IG
13, Łęczna IG 9 and Krowie Bagno IG 1 well sections,
in the E part of the basin, suggests the presence of a
stratigraphic gap encompassing mesothem D6b (upper
Brigantian). The presence of a gap in this part of the Car-
boniferous succession in the Lublin Basin has not been
suggested previously. Its presence is probably linked
with erosion and non-deposition during the relative sea-
level LS of sequence 5. Elsewhere there is no evidence
of this gap, albeit its recognition is hampered by the lack
of core data from this interval. The presence of this gap
is highly probable in the NW part of the basin. The par-
alic Carboniferous succession there resembles that in the
E part of the basin, which suggests location in an anal-
ogous palaeogeographic position. In the Wilga IG 1
and Izdebno IG 1 well sections, the separation of se-
quence 5 from sequence 6 was not possible due to low
total thickness, which indirectly supports the interpre-
tation of a stratigraphic gap. 

Correlation of the upper part of the succession is
constrained by biostratigraphic data of sequences 8, 10
and 16. Correlation of sequence 8 with mesothem N4,
and of sequence 10 with mesothem N9, suggests the ab-
sence of an interval corresponding to mesothems N6 to
N8 (equivalents of the H2c and R1abc goniatite zones) in
the paralic Carboniferous succession in the Lublin
Basin. This stratigraphic gap occurs throughout the
study area, and its duration varies within the basin. In the
north-westernmost and easternmost areas the gap is
largest, encompassing the upper part of sequence 7, as

well as sequences 8 to 10 (which were probably present
throughout the study area prior to erosion). Thus, the
greatest extent of the stratigraphic gap encompasses an
interval from the upper Arnsbergian to the lower Mars-
denian, corresponding to the goniatite zones from E2c to
R2ab, and represents about 4.5 Ma. The gap could have
developed as a result of many stages of erosion and non-
deposition, linked with the successive LS of sequence
9 to sequence 11. 

In a similar stratigraphic position occur two gaps
separated by sequence 9 deposits in the Stężyca–Rycice
area. The lower gap encompasses the upper part of se-
quence 7 and sequence 8 (upper Arnsbergian and Chok-
ierian), and probably developed during erosion linked
with the sequence 9 relative sea-level LS. The upper
gap, corresponding to mesothems N6 to N8 (upper Al-
portian and Kinderscoutian), also occurs in the central
part of the Basin where the paralic succession is most
complete, this gap located between sequences 9 and 10.

The possible existence of stratigraphic gaps in this
part of the Carboniferous in the Lublin Basin is sup-
ported by biostratigraphic data. No evidence has been
found for the H2 goniatite Zone (Musiał et al. 1995; see
table 1, fig. 7) and the R1 and R2 goniatite zones are very
poorly documented (Musiał and Tabor 1979). Palyno-
logic data indicated the probable absence of the upper
part of the E2 goniatite Zone and the lower part of the
H goniatite Zone (Kmiecik 1988).

These suggestions were confirmed by my earlier re-
port (Waksmundzka 1998). four transgressive-regres-
sive intervals distinguished within the Bug Member in
the SE part of the Lublin Basin were considered equiv-
alents of mesothems discriminated by Ramsbottom
(1977) and correlated with the continuous section of
Namurian strata in the Craven Basin in England. Com-
parison of the number of mesothems and transgressive-
regressive intervals indicated the presence of a strati-
graphic gap encompassing at least the entire H2
goniatite Zone and part of the R1ab goniatite Zone. As
expected, the gap has the greatest extent in the mar-
ginal, Ukrainian part of the basin. from Carboniferous
strata in the Lvov-Volhynia Coal Basin, Vdovenko and
Poletaev (1981) described a gap encompassing the up-
per part of the E2 goniatite Zone to goniatite zones H
and R. 

Correlation of the sequence stratigraphy of the par-
alic Carboniferous in the Lublin Basin with the Car-
boniferous succession of Western Europe indicates that
some deposits belonging to the biostratigraphically un-
documented H2ab goniatite Zone, and corresponding
to sequence 9, occur in the NW in the Stężyca–Rycice
area and in the central part of the basin, whereas they are
absent to the east and in the Wilga–Maciejowice area.
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The present study found no evidence for deposits of the
poorly documented R1abc goniatite Zone and, in the
marginal parts of the basin, deposits of the R2ab goniatite
Zone are also absent; thus, a stratigraphic gap encom-
passing these intervals is postulated. This study has
also shown that the upper part of the E2 goniatite Zone
and the lower part of the H goniatite Zone are absent in
the E and NW part of the basin.

The age of sequences 11 to 16 was determined as
late Marsdenian–earliest Duckmantian.

The presence of stratigraphic gaps of various extent
is common in the Namurian of Western European
(Ramsbottom 1973, 1977, 1979, 1981), Eastern Euro-
pean (Russian Platform) (Alekseev et al. 2004), and
North American successions (Saunders et al. 1979).
Such gaps are typical of extremely shallow sedimentary
environments, e.g. on the Ozark shelf in North America
(Saunders et al. 1979; Saunders and Ramsbottom 1986).
The formation of stratigraphic gaps was linked by Saun-
ders and Ramsbottom (1986) with the mid-Carbonifer-
ous eustatic event, during which distinct relative sea-
level fall took place, followed by deep erosion of the
exposed shelves. Veevers and Powell (1987) described
three glacial episodes on Gondwana that took place in
the fammenian, Early Viséan and from the Namurian to
the Sakmarian (Early Permian). These authors sug-
gested that the fluctuation of the Gondwana ice-sheet
volume greatly influenced eustatic sea-level oscilla-
tions, as well as contributing to the formation of trans-
gressive-regressive sequences in Euramerica, e.g. the
English mesothems. Most probably, these same factors
greatly influenced the formation of depositional se-
quences and stratigraphic gaps in the paralic succession
of the Carboniferous in the Lublin Basin (Skompski
2003).

However, it seems that the influence of eustatic os-
cillations was modified by local factors, e.g. supply of
detrital material and rate of subsidence. Intense subsi-
dence, evidenced by great thickness of the paralic Car-
boniferous strata, was enhanced by sediment com-
paction. The compaction of shale-siltstone (Baldwin
and Butler 1985) and phytogenic deposits (Ryer and
Langer 1980) was relatively great in a short time inter-
val. This interpretation is supported by the studies of
Tiadens and Haites (1944), who showed that a 2-m
thick peat layer under a 1-m overburden of sand reduced
in thickness by 50% during the first three years from its
creation. Thus the numerous coal beds, 0.05 to 1.0 m
thick, occurring in the paralic succession of the Lublin
Basin were formed through compaction of peat layers
with an initial thickness of 1–20 m each (after
Waksmundzka 2005). 

A notable feature of the paralic Carboniferous suc-

cession in the Lublin Basin is the presence of numerous
rather thick and evenly distributed carbonate beds in se-
quences 1 to 6. Their formation during transgression in-
dicates deposition of carbonates in the foreland of the
retrograding delta lobes in a shallow shelf area. The sed-
imentation of deeper, shallow-shelf shales is linked
with further transgression, and with the appearance of
anoxic conditions at its maximum. During relative sea-
level HS, sedimentation in the prograding delta lobes
was again preceded by the formation of carbonate beds,
pointing to relative sea-level fall. 

The upper part of the succession (sequences 7 to 16)
is characterized by the infrequent occurrence of thin car-
bonate beds. Shallow-shelf anoxic shales, which devel-
oped during maximum flooding, are directly overlain by
deposits of the prograding delta. It seems that in this case
the progradation was not caused by relative sea-level fall
(during which a shale-carbonate succession would be
expected), but by the increased supply of detrital mate-
rial transported by rivers into the basin. The suggestions
presented herein that the maximum lateral extent of se-
quence 7 was probably wider than the area of the pres-
ent-day basin, indirectly indicate a larger source area
supplying increased amounts of sediment to the basin.
The influx of large amounts of detrital material was
probably caused by diastrophic events, typical of the
Mississippian/Pennsylvanian boundary both in Europe
and North America. 

In the central part of the study area, where the suc-
cession of sequences 1 to 10 is most complete, the mid-
Carboniferous boundary between the Mississippian and
Pennsylvanian is located in the base of sequence 8, cor-
responding to the boundary between the E2c and H1a go-
niatite zones. This boundary is eroded in the NW part of
the basin, except for the Maciejowice IG 1 well section,
and to the east.

SUMMARy

1. Based on lithofacies analysis of clastic, clay and car-
bonate rocks, wireline log analysis, as well as se-
quence stratigraphy, sixteen depositional sequences
have been distinguished in the Carboniferous paralic
succession of the Lublin Basin. Type 1 basal uncon-
formities bounding the sequences were formed dur-
ing subaerial erosion, relative sea-level fall and LS.
The greatest erosion, which in some cases reached
down to the LS deposits of the underlying sequences,
was observed within HS deposits. 

2. Carboniferous sedimentation commenced in the cen-
tral part of the study area, and later covered the E and
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NW areas. The thickness of sequences 1 to 10 and 12
increases towards the basin centre, whereas the thick-
ness of the remaining sequences does not show this
pattern. 

3. Three types of depositional systems tracts have been
distinguished: (1) lowstand systems tracts, (2) trans-
gressive systems tracts, and (3) highstand systems
tracts.

4. Relative sea-level rise that affected the base level of
the rivers was the basic factor influencing facies de-
velopment, cyclicity and the thickness of fluvial de-
posits, as well as the vertical and lateral transition of
the river types during LS in the Carboniferous paralic
succession.

5. Within LS deposits, a vertical transition of high- to
low-energy environments can be observed. LS de-
posits typically occur in incised-valley systems and
in non-incised fluvial-channel systems. Within the
LS deposits of sequences 2 and 4 to 10 several
medium and large systems of simple coastal-plain
incised valleys can be identified. The incision of
these valleys most probably reached 20–40 m,
which corresponded to the value of relative sea-
level fall. Within the LS deposits of sequences 11 to
15 can be identified large systems of compound in-
cised valleys that developed in a piedmont system.
The incision of these valleys most probably reached
40–70 m, which corresponded to the value of rela-
tive sea-level fall. The areas between incised valleys
or in sediment bypass zones are characterized by a
lack of LS deposits. 

6. In TST commonly occur coarsening-upward type IIc
cyclothems and non-gradational type IIIc cyclothems
that correspond to parasequences and were formed in
the distal parts of inner-shelf deltas, whereas in HST
prevail coarsening-upward type Ic cyclothems that
developed during the progradation of inner-shelf
deltas. In HST also quite common are coarsening-up-
ward type Id and IId cyclothems formed in lake
deltas, as well as non-gradational type IIId cy-
clothems, formed in lakes without the influence of
delta lobes. 

7. Rise of relative sea level during the late LS and its os-
cillations during transgression and HS, as well as
changes in sediment supply, were the main factors in-
fluencing facies evolution, cyclicity, thickness, and
lateral distribution of delta deposits as well as inner-
shelf shales and limestones.

8. The TST and HS deposits of sequences:
– 1 were possibly eroded;
– 2 to 7 developed in a generally marine and distal-
deltaic sedimentary regime when depths of the sea
basin were greatest;
– 8 to 10 were deposited in a deltaic sedimentary
regime with a fully developed delta plain, when
depth of the sea basin was smallest;
– 11 to 16 developed in a deltaic sedimentary regime
and were deposited mainly in the prograding sub-
marine part of the delta during the HS, in a relatively
deep sea basin that was larger than that during dep-
osition of sequences 8 to 10 and smaller than that
during sedimentation of sequences 2 to 7, as well as
in a fully developed delta plain, with distributary
channels and small lake deltas. 

9. The transgression of sequence 7 probably had the
widest lateral extent of all the Carboniferous se-
quences of the Lublin Basin. It was much wider to
the N, NE and NW than the presently accepted
boundaries of the basin. 

10. At its maximum, the last transgression in the Lublin
Basin (sequence 16) extended far to the east near the
Łęczna IG 9 well and to the NW beyond the Wilga
IG 1 well area. 

11. Based on analysis of relative sea-level curves in the
paralic Carboniferous succession of the NW, central
and E parts of the Lublin Basin, as well as the Car-
boniferous transgressive-regressive curve for west-
ern Europe, the sequences distinguished in the
Lublin Basin may be correlated with the Carbonif-
erous chronostratigraphic scheme.

12. The diachroneity of Carboniferous deposition is
confirmed; deposition began about 2.5 Ma later in
the eastern part of the Lublin Basin than at the cen-
tre and about 2.5 to 4.5 Ma later to the NW. 

13. The absence of sequence 5 in the eastern part of the
basin suggests the presence of a stratigraphic gap en-
compassing mesothem D6b (upper Brigantian).

14. The major stratigraphic gap present throughout the
basin varies in extent. To the NW and E the gap is
largest and encompasses the uppermost part of se-
quence 7, sequences 8 to 10 and mesothems N6 to
N8 (uppermost Arnsbergian–lower Marsdenian).
The time range of this gap was estimated at about
4.5 Ma. In the Stężyca–Rycice area, in a similar
stratigraphic position, two gaps occur separated by
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deposits of sequence 9. The lower gap comprises the
uppermost part of sequence 7 and sequence 8 (up-
per Arnsbergian–Chokierian). The higher gap is lo-
cated between sequences 9 and 10 and corresponds
to mesothems N6 to N8 (upper Alportian–Kinder-
scoutian); this gap is also present in the central part
of the Lublin Basin where the Carboniferous paralic
succession is most complete. 

15. The mid-Carboniferous boundary between the Mis-
sissippian and Pennsylvanian most probably occurs
at the base of sequence 8, i.e., between the E2c and
H1a goniatite zones.

16. Based on lithofacies correlation and sequence analy-
sis, the facies evolution and depositional architecture
of the paralic Carboniferous deposits has been re-
constructed, with particular attention to potential
sandstone reservoir bodies of the LST sequences 6,
9 and 12; the origin and distribution of which is
linked with subaerial erosion, followed by deposi-
tion during relative sea-level fall and LS. 

Acknowledgements

My warmest gratitude is expressed to Stanisław Skomp-
ski for supervising my Ph. D. research, for his aid, fruitful dis-
cussions and for guiding me in my scientific career. I am also
deeply indebted to my husband Bogusław Waksmundzki for
his endless support in my effort to combine scientific re-
search with bringing up our son, as well as for drawing the
block diagrams. Thanks are expressed to Anna Żylińska for
translating the manuscript, to the reviewers and to Chris J.
Wood for linguistic advice in making the text readable. Elż-
bieta Tarka and Jan Turczynowicz kindly helped with the
first computer version of the graphics. 

The Polish Oil and Gas Company are thanked for allow-
ing access to the core material used in this study. 

This paper is a part of my Ph. D. thesis prepared in the Pol-
ish Geological Institute in Warsaw. The results presented have
been supported by many projects, including two grants from
the Polish Committee for Scientific Research (6 P201 026 07
and PBZ 02-03), two projects commissioned and financed by
the Polish Oil and Gas Company, a project supported by the
National fund for Environmental Protection and Water Man-
agement (NfOŚiGW), and a project supported from the statu-
tory revenues of the Polish Geological Institute. The first
grant was administered in the Department of Mineral Deposits
and Economic Geology at the faculty of Geology, University
of Warsaw, and the remaining grants in the Department of Re-
gional and Oil Geology of the Polish Geological Institute in
Warsaw. fieldwork was carried out successively in 1994–2001

in the Repositories of Drilling Cores and Geological Samples
of the Central Geological Archives in Iwiczna and Hołowno
and in the repositories of the Polish Oil and Gas Company in
Wołomin and Chmielnik.

REfERENCES

Aitken, J.f. and flint, S.S. 1994. High-frequences and the na-
ture of incised-valley fills in fluvial systems of the
Breathitt Group (Pennsylvanian), Appalachian foreland
Basin, Eastern Kentucky. In: R.W. Dalrymple, R. Boyd,
and B.A. Zaitlin (Eds), Incised-valley Systems: Origin and
Sedimentary Sequences. SEPM Special Publication, 51,
353–368.

Alekseev, A.S., Kononova, L.I. and Nikishin, A.M. 1996.
The Devonian and Carboniferous of the Moscow
Syneclise (Russian Platform): stratigraphy and sea-level
changes. Tectonophysics, 268, 149–168.

Alekseev, A.S., Goreva, N.V., Isakova, T.N. and Makhlina,
M.Kh. 2004. Biostratigraphy of the Carboniferous in the
Moscow Synecline, Russia, In: WORK, D.M. (Ed.),
Newsletter on Carboniferous Stratigraphy IUGS Sub-
commission on Carboniferous Stratigraphy, 22, 28–35. 

Antonowicz, L., Hooper, R. and Iwanowska, E. 2003. Lublin
Syncline as a result of thin-skinned Variscan deformation
(SE Poland). Przegląd Geologiczny, 51, 344–350. [In
Polish with English summary]

Antonowicz, L. and Iwanowska, E. 2003a. Synklina lubelska
jako efekt cienkonaskórkowych deformacji wyryscyjskich
– odpowiedź. Przegląd Geologiczny, 51, 730–731.

Antonowicz, L. and Iwanowska, E. 2003b. Waryscyjskie de-
formacje obszaru lubelskiego na podstawie interpretacji
danych sejsmicznych. Implikacje poszukiwawcze.
Przegląd Geologiczny, 51, 794–795. 

Antonowicz, L. and Iwanowska, E. 2004. Naskórkowy typ
tektoniki waryscyjskiej na obszarze Lubelszczyzny.
Przegląd Geologiczny, 52, 128–130.

Archer, A.W., Lanier, W.P. and feldman H.R. 1994. Stratig-
raphy and depositional history within incised-paleovalley
fills and related facies, Douglas Group (Missourian/Vir-
gilian; Upper Carboniferous) of Kansas, U.S.A. In: R.W.
Dalrymple, R. Boyd, and B.A. Zaitlin (Eds), Incised-val-
ley Systems: Origin and Sedimentary Sequences. SEPM
Special Publication, 51, 175–189.

Ashley, G.M. and Sheridan, R.E. 1994. Depositional model for
valley fills on a passive continental margin. In: R.W. Dal-
rymple, R. Boyd, and B.A. Zaitlin (Eds), Incised-valley
Systems: Origin and Sedimentary Sequences. SEPM Spe-
cial Publication, 51, 285–301.

Baldwin, B. and Butler, C.O. 1985. Compaction Curves.
American Association of Petroleum Geologists Bulletin,
69, 622–626.

SEUqENCE STRATIGRAPHy Of THE CARBONIfEROUS IN THE LUBLIN BASIN, SE POLAND
591



Baszkiewicz, A. and Karpoluk, Z. 2000. Model sedymento-
logiczny i jego odpowiedź sejsmiczna na przykładzie
złoża Stężyca. Prace Instytutu Górnictwa Naftowego 
i Gazownictwa, 110, 167–170. [In Polish with English
summary]

Briand, C., Izart, A., Vaslet, D., Vachard, D., Makhlina, M.,
Goreva, N., Isakova, T., Kossovaya, O. and Jaroshenko,
A. 1998. Stratigraphy and Sequence Stratigraphy of the
Moscovian, Kasimovian and Gzhelian in the Moscow
Basin. Bulletin de la Société Géologique de France,
169, 35–52. 

Cebulak, S. and Porzycki, J. 1966. Lithological-petrographi-
cal characteristics of the deposits of the Lublin Carbonif-
erous, In: W. Rühle (Ed.), Carboniferous sediments in the
Lublin Basin. Prace Instytutu Geologicznego, 44, 21–53.
[In Polish with English summary]

Cebulak, S. 1988. Geological outline of sub-Carboniferous
basement. In: J. Dembowski and J. Porzycki (Eds), Car-
boniferous of the Lublin Coal Basin. Prace Instytutu Geo-
logicznego, 122, 31–34; 228. [In Polish with English
summary]

Chabiera, A. 1997a. Analiza właściwości zbiornikowych ut-
worów karbonu w obrębie struktury Stężycy. Mat. Konf.
XXX lat działalności geologicznej Oddziału Poszukiwa-
nia Nafty i Gazu w Wołominie. Pułtusk, pp. 29–34.

Chabiera, A. 1997b. Wpływ środowiska depozycyjnego i pro-
cesów diagenetycznych na właściwości zbiornikowe ut-
worów karbonu w obrębie struktury Stężyca. Mat. Kon-
fer. VI Krajowe Spotkanie Sedymentologów. Lewin
Kłodzki, 1–3.

Church, K.D. and Gawthorpe, R.L. 1994. High resolution se-
quence stratigraphy of the late Namurian in the Widmer-
pool Gulf (East Midlands, UK). Marine and Petroleum
Geology, 11, 528–544.

Dadlez, R. 2003. Synklina lubelska jako efekt cienko-
naskórkowych deformacji waryscyjskich – dyskusja.
Przegląd Geologiczny, 51, 729–730. 

Dalrymple, R.W., Zaitlin B.A. and Boyd R. 1992. Estuarine fa-
cies models: conceptual basis and stratigraphic implica-
tions. Journal of Sedimentary Petrology, 62, 1130–1146.

Davies, S.J. and Elliott, T. 1996. Spectral gamma ray charac-
terization of high resolution sequence stratigraphy: ex-
amples from Upper Carboniferous fluvio-deltaic systems,
County Clare, Ireland, In: J.A. Howell and J.f.Aitken
(Eds), High Resolution Sequence Stratigraphy: Innova-
tions and Applications. Geological Society Special Pub-
lication, 104, 25–35.

Davies, S., Hampson, G., flint, S. and Elliott, T. 1999. Con-
tinental-scale sequence stratigraphy of the Namurian, Up-
per Carboniferous and its applications to reservoir pre-
diction, In: A.J. fleet and S.A.R. Boldy (Eds), Petroleum
Geology of Northwest Europe: Proceedings of the 5th

Conference, pp. 757–770. Geological Society, London.

Davies, S.J. and McLean D. 1996. Spectral gamma-ray and pa-
lynological characterization of Kinderscoutian marine
bands in the Namurian of the Pennine Basin. Proceedings
of the Yorkshire Geological Society, 51, 1–35.

Dembowski, Z. and Porzycki J. 1988. Carboniferous of the
Lublin Coal Basin. Prace Instytutu Geologicznego, 122,
1–250. [In Polish with English summary]

Elliott, T. 1974. Interdistributary bay sequence and their gene-
sis. Sedimentology, 21, 611–622.

Elliott, T. 1975. The sedimentary history of a delta lobe from
a yoredale (Carboniferous) cyclothem. Proceedings of
the Yorkshire Geological Society, 40, 505–536. 

Elliott, T. 1976a. Sedimentary sequences from the Upper
Limestone Group of Northumberland. Scottish Journal of
Geology, 12, 115–124. 

Elliott, T. 1976b. Upper Carboniferous sedimentary cycles pro-
duced by river-dominated, elongate deltas. Journal of the
Geological Society, London, 132, 199–208.

Elliott, T. 1978. Deltas. In: Reading, H.G. (Ed), Sedimentary
Environments and facies, 97–142. Blackwell Scientific
Publications; Oxford

fielding, C.R. 1984. Upper delta plain lacustrine and fluvio-
lacustrine facies from the Westphalian of the Durham
coalfield, NE England. Sedimentology, 31, 547–57.

George, G.T. 2001. Late yeadonian (Upper Sandstone Group)
incised valley supply and depositional systems in the
South Wales peripheral foreland basin: implications for the
evolution of the Culm Basin and for the Silesian hydro-
carbon plays of onshore and offshore UK. Marine and Pe-
troleum Geology, 18, 671–705.

Gradstein, f.M. and Ogg, J.G. 2004. Geologic time scale
2004 – why, how, and where next! Lethaia, 37, 175–181.

Grocholski, A. and Ryka, W. 1995. Carboniferous magma-
tism of Poland. In: A. Zdanowski and H. Żakowa (Eds),
The Carboniferous System in Poland. Karbon w Polsce.
Prace Państwowego Instytutu Geologicznego, 148, 181–
190.

Gurba, L. 1984. Profil karbonu produktywnego w połud-
niowo-zachodniej części LZW. Przewodnik LVI Zjazdu
PTG Lublin 6–8 września 1984, 107–113.

Gurba, L. and Pietruszka, W. 1984a. Results of studies on the
Carboniferous in the Lublin Trough. Przegląd Geolog-
iczny, 6, 320–325. [In Polish with English summary]

Gurba, L. and Pietruszka W. 1984b. Profil litostratygraficzny
karbonu w rowie lubelskim. VII Sympozjum Geologia
formacji węglonośnych Polski formacja karbońska,
Kraków 25–27 kwietnia 1984, 52–55.

Hampson, G.J. 1998. Evidence for relative sea-level falls dur-
ing deposition of the Upper Carboniferous Millstone Grit,
South Wales. Geological Journal, 33, 243–266.

Hampson, G.J., Elliott, T. and Davies, S.J. 1997. The appli-
cation of sequence stratigraphy to Upper Carboniferous
fluvio-deltaic strata of the onshore U.K. and Ireland: im-

MARIA I. WAKSMUNDZKA
592



plications for the Southern North Sea. Journal of the Ge-
ological Society, London, 154, 719–733.

Hampson, G.J, Stollhofen, H. and flint S. 1999. A sequence
stratigraphic model for the Lower Coal Measures (Upper
Carboniferous) of the Ruhr district, north-west Germany.
Sedimentology, 46, 1199–1231.

Heckel, P.H. 1977. Origin of phosphatic black shale facies in
Pennsylvanian cyclothems of mid-Continent North Ameri-
ca. American Association of Petroleum Geologists Bul-
letin, 61, 1045–1068.

Heckel, P.H. 1986. Sea-level curve for Pennsylvanian eusta-
tic marine transgressive-regressive depositional cycles
along midcontinent outcrop belt, North America. Geology,
14, 330–334.

Helcel-Weil, M. and Dzięgielowski, J. 2003. Lublin Basin –
petroleum prospecting results and their importance for fu-
ture exploration. Przegląd Geologiczny, 51, 764–770. [In
Polish with English summary]

Helland-Hansen, W. and Gjelberg,  J.G. 1994. Conceptual ba-
sis and variability in sequence stratigraphy: a different per-
spective. Sedimentary Geology, 92, 31–52.

Izart, A., Briand, C., Vaslet, D., Vachard, D., Coquel, R. and
Maslo, A. 1996. Stratigraphy and sequence stratigraphy of
the Moscovian in the Donets basin. Tectonophysics, 268,
189–209. 

Izart, A., Le Nindre, y., Stephenson, R., Vaslet, D. and Stovba,
S. 2003a. quantification of the control of sequences by
tectonics and eustacy in the Donets Basin and on the
Russian Platform during Carboniferous and Permian. Bul-
letin de la Société Géologique de France, 174, 93–100.

Izart, A., Palain, C., Malartre, f., fleck, S., Michels, R. 2005.
Palaeoenvironments, paleoclimates and sequences of
Westphalian deposits of Lorraine coal Basin (Upper Car-
boniferous, NE france). Bulletin de la Société Géologique
de France, 176, 301–315. 

Izart, A., Stephenson, R., Vai, G.B., Vachard, D., Le Nindre,
y., Vaslet, D., fauvel, P.J., Süss, P., Kossovaya, O., Chen,
Z., Maslo, A. and Stovba, S. 2003b. Sequence stratigraphy
and Correlation of the Late Carboniferous and Permian in
CIS, Europe, Tethyan area, North Africa, China, Gond-
wanaland and USA. Palaeogeography, Palaeoclimato-
logy, Palaeoecology, 196, 59–84.

Izart, A., Vachard, D. and Vaslet, D. 2002. Sedimentology of
the Upper Carboniferous and Lower Permian in Dnieper
and Donets basins. In: L.V. Hills, M. Henderson and
E.W.Bamber (Eds), Carboniferous and Permian of the
world, XIV International congress on the Carboniferous
and Permian. Canadian Society of Petroleum Geologists,
Memoir, 19, 120–143.

Jerrett, R.M. and Hampson, G.J. 2007. Sequence stratigraphy
of the Upper Millstone Grit (yeadonian, Namurian), North
Wales. Geological Journal, 42, 513–530.

Kaczyński, J. 1984. Perspectives of search for oil and gas in

the Lublin region. Przegląd Geologiczny, 6, 330–333. [In
Polish with English summary]

Kaczyński, J. and Karnkowski, K. 1986. Stratygrafia i litolo-
gia. In: K. Karnkowski and E. Kruczek, E., Dokumentacja
wynikowa otworu poszukiwawczego Abramów – 7. Un-
published report. PGNiG Archives Warsaw. 

Kaczyński, J. and Karnkowski, K. 1987. Profil otworu. In:
Karnkowski, K., Dokumentacja wynikowa odwiertu
poszukiwawczego Nasutów – 1. Unpublished report. PG-
NiG Archives Warsaw. 

Kmiecik, H. 1978. Spore stratigraphy of the Carboniferous of
central-eastern Poland. Rocznik Polskiego Towarzystwa
Geologicznego, 48, 382–386. [In Polish with English
summary]

Kmiecik, H. 1988. Miospore stratigraphy of the Carbonifer-
ous deposits, In: Z. Dembowski and J. Porzycki (Eds),
Carboniferous of the Lublin Coal Basin. Prace Instytutu
Geologicznego, 122, 131–141; 235–237. [In Polish with
English summary]

Kombrink, H., Besly, B.M., Collinson, J.D., den Hartog Jager,
D.G., Dusar, M., Drozdzewski, G., Hoth, P., Pagnier,
H.J.M., Stemmerik, L., Waksmundzka, M.I., Wrede, V.
2010. Carboniferous. In: J.C. Doornenbal and A.G.
Stevenson (Eds), Petroleum Geological Atlas of the South-
ern Permian Basin Area EAGE Publications b. v.
(Houten), 81–99.

Korejwo, K. 1958. The Carboniferous at Strzyżów on the
Bug river – Eastern Poland. Biuletyn Instytutu Geolo-
gicznego, 136, 7–128. [In Polish with English summary]

Krzywiec, P. 2007. Tectonics of the Lublin area (SE Poland)
– new views based on results of seismic data interpreta-
tion. Biuletyn Państwowego Instytutu Geologicznego,
422, 1–18.

Krzywiec, P. and Narkiewicz M. 2003. O stylu strukturalnym
kompleksu dewońsko-karbońskiego Lubelszczyzny 
w oparciu o wyniki interpretacji danych sejsmicznych.
Przegląd Geologiczny, 51, 795–797.

Kvale, E.P. and Barnhill, M.L. 1994. Evolution of Lower
Pennsylvanian estuarine facies within two adjacent pale-
ovalleys, Illinois Basin, Indiana. In: R.W. Dalrymple, R.
Boyd, and B.A. Zaitlin (Eds), Incised-valley Systems:
Origin and Sedimentary Sequences. SEPM Special Pub-
lication, 51, 191–207.

Martinsen, O.J. 1994. Evolution of an incised-valley fill, the
Pine Ridge Sandstone of Southeastern Wyoming, U. S. A.:
systematic sedimentary response to relative sea-level
change. In: R.W. Dalrymple, R. Boyd, and B.A. Zaitlin
(Eds), Incised-valley Systems: Origin and Sedimentary
Sequences. SEPM Special Publication, 51, 109–128.

Martinsen, O.J., Collinson, J.D. and Holdsworth, B.K. 1995.
Millstone Grit cyclicity revisited, II: sequence stratigraphy
and sedimentary responses to changes of relative sea-
level, In: A.G. Plint (Ed.), Special Publication number 22

SEUqENCE STRATIGRAPHy Of THE CARBONIfEROUS IN THE LUBLIN BASIN, SE POLAND
593



of the International Association of Sedimentologists, 305–
327.

Maynard, J.R. and Leeder, M.R. 1992. On the periodicity
and magnitude of Late Carboniferous glacio-eustatic sea-
level changes. Journal of the Geological Society, London,
149, 303–311.

Mazak, T. 1979. Rozwój litologiczno-facjalny osadów kar-
bońskich w obszarze Łęcznej (Lubelskie Zagłębie Wę-
glowe), pp. 1–61. Unpublished Ph.D. thesis. Polish Geo-
logical Institut Upper Silesian Branch Sosnowiec. 

Menning, M. and German Stratigraphic Commission, 2002. A
geologic time scale 2002, In: German Stratigraphic Com-
mission (Eds), Stratigraphic Table of Germany 2002. 

Menning, M., Weyer D., Drozdzewski G., Van Ameron,
H.W.J. and Wendt, I. 2000. A Carboniferous Time Scale
2000: Discussion and Use of Geological Parameters as
Time Indicators from Central and Western Europe. Geo-
logisches Jahrbuch, A 156, 3–44.

Miall, A.D. 1977. A Review of the braided-river depositional
environment. Earth Science Reviews, 13, 1–62.

Miall, A.D. 1978. Lithofacies types and vertical profile mod-
els in braided river deposits: a summary. In: A.D. Miall
(Ed.), fluvial sedimentology. Canadian Society of Petro-
leum Geologists Memoir, 5, 597–604.

Michum, R.M., Jr. 1977. Seismic stratigraphy and global
changes of sea level, Part 1: Glossary of terms used in seis-
mic stratigraphy. In: C.E. Payton (Ed.), Seismic stratigra-
phy-applications to hydrocarbon exploration. American
Association of Petroleum Geologists Memoir, 26, 205–
212.

Musiał, Ł. and Tabor, M. 1979. Stratygrafia karbonu Lubel-
skiego Zagłębia Węglowego na podstawie makrofauny.
In: Migier, T. (Ed), Stratygrafia Węglonośnej formacji
Karbońskiej w Polsce, II Sympozjum Sosnowiec, 4–5
maja 1977, 35–43.

Musiał, Ł. and Tabor, M. 1983. fauna i stratygrafia karbonu z
wiercenia Lublin IG 2. Unpublished report. Central Geo-
logical Archives; Warsaw. 

Musiał, Ł. and Tabor, M. 1988. Macrofaunal stratigraphy of
Carboniferous, In: Dembowski, Z. and Porzycki, J. (Eds),
Carboniferous of the Lublin Coal Basin. Prace Instytutu
Geologicznego, 122, 88–122; 232–233. [In Polish with
English summary]

Musiał, Ł., Tabor, M. and Żakowa, H. 1995. Macrofauna, In:
A. Zdanowski and H. Żakowa (Eds), The Carboniferous
System in Poland. Prace Państwowego Instytutu Geo-
logicznego, 168, 23–44.

Narkiewicz, M. 2003. Tectonic controls of the Lublin Graben
(Late Devonian-Carboniferous). Przegląd Geologiczny,
51, 771–776. [In Polish with English summary]

Narkiewicz, M., Jarosiński, M., Krzywiec, P. and
Waksmundzka M.I. 2007. Regional controls on the Lublin
Basin development and inversion in the Devonian and

Carboniferous. Biuletyn Państwowego Instytutu Geolo-
gicznego, 422, 19–34.

Narkiewicz, M., Miłaczewski, L., Krzywiec, P. and Szewczyk,
J. 1998. Outline of the Devonian depositional architecture
in the Radom-Lublin area. In: M. Narkiewicz (Ed.), Sed-
imentary basin analysis of the Polish Lowlands. Prace
Państwowego Instytutu Geologicznego, 165, 57–72. [In
Polish with English summary]

Nemirovskaya, T.I., Nigmagdanov, T.Z. and Lukin, A. 1993.
The Mid-Carboniferous biotic extinetion event and its
sedimentological expression. In: M. Narkiewicz (Ed.),
Global Boundary Events, An Interdisciplinary Confer-
ence, Kielce 1993 – Abstracts volume, p. 39.

O’Mara, P. T., Merryweather, M., Stockwell, M. and Bowler,
M. M. 1999. The Trent Gas field: correlation and reservoir
quality within a complex Carboniferous stratigraphy. In:
A.J. fleet and S.A.R. Boldy (Eds), Petroleum Geo-
logy of Northwest Europe: Proceedings of the 5th Confer-
ence, pp. 809–821. Geological Society; London.

Pacześna, J. 2001. An application of trace fossils in the facies
analysis and high-resolution sequence stratigraphy – an
example from the Cambrian of the Polish part of the East
European Craton. Przegląd Geologiczny, 49, 1137–1146.
[In Polish with English summary]

Pacześna, J. and Poprawa, P. 2005. Eustatic versus tectonic
control on the development of Neoproterozoic and Cam-
brian stratigraphic sequences of the Lublin-Podlasie Basin
(SWmargin of Baltica). Geosciences Journal, 9, 117–
127.

Pieńkowski, G. 1997. Sequence stratigraphy and sedimentol-
ogy, In: S. Marek and M. Pajchlowa (Eds), The epiconti-
nental Permian and Mesozoic in Poland. Prace Państwo-
wego Instytutu Geologicznego, 153, 217–235; 443–444.
[In Polish with English summary]

Pieńkowski, G. 2004. The epicontinental Lower Jurassic of
Poland. Polish Geological Institute Special Papers, 12, 1–
154.

Plint, A.G. 1988. Sharp-based shoreface sequences and “off-
shore bars” in the Cardium formation of Alberta: their re-
lationship to relative changes in sea level, In: C.K. Wilgue,
B.S. Hastings, C.G.S.C.Kendall, H.W. Posamentier, C.A.
Ross and J.C. Van Wagoner, (Eds), Sea-level Changes: an
Integrated Approach. SEPM Special Publication, 42, 357–
370.

Porębski, S.J. 1996. Podstawy stratygrafii sekwencji w sukces-
jach klastycznych. Przegląd Geologiczny, 44, 995–1006.

Porębski, S.J. 1999. Depositional setting of a supra-evaporite
succession (Upper Badenian) in the Kraków-Brzesko
area, Carpathian foredeep Basin. In: T.M. Peryt (Ed.),
Analysis of the Tertiary Basin of the Carpathian foredeep.
Prace Państwowego Instytutu Geologicznego, 168, 97–
118. [In Polish with English summary]

Porzycki, J. 1979. Litostratygrafia osadów karbonu Lubel-

MARIA I. WAKSMUNDZKA
594



skiego Zagłębia Węglowego, In: T. Migier (Ed.), Straty-
grafia Węglonośnej formacji Karbońskiej w Polsce, II
Sympozjum Sosnowiec, 4–5 maja 1977, 19–27.

Porzycki, J. 1980. Utwory węglonośne wizenu i namuru
Lubelszczyzny, pp. 1–138. Unpublished Ph.D. thesis, Pol-
ish Geological Institut Upper Silesian Branch Sosnowiec. 

Porzycki, J. 1983. Dokumentacja wynikowa otworu wiert-
niczego Lublin IG 2 Unpublished report. Central Geo-
logical Archives; Warsaw. 

Porzycki, J. 1988. History of geological survey and discovery
of the Lublin Coal Basin. Lithologic and sedimentologic
characteristics of Carboniferous deposits, In: Z. Dem-
bowski and J. Porzycki (Eds), Carboniferous of the Lublin
Coal Basin. Prace Instytutu Geologicznego, 122, 9–18;
40–76; 226–227; 229–231. [In Polish with English sum-
mary]

Porzycki, J. and Zdanowski, A. 1995. Southeastern Poland
(Lublin Carboniferous Basin), In: A. Zdanowski and H.
Żakowa (Eds), The Carboniferous System in Poland. Kar-
bon w Polsce. Prace Państwowego Instytutu Geolog-
icznego, 168, 102–109.

Posamentier, H.W. and Allen, G.P. 1993. Siliciclastic se-
quence stratigraphic patterns in foreland ramp-type basins.
Geology, 21, 455–458. 

Posamentier, H.W., Jervey, M.T. and Vail, P.R. 1988. Eusta-
tic controls on clastic deposition I – conceptual frame-
work. In: C.K. Wilgue, B.S. Hastings, C.G.S.C.Kendall,
H.W. Posamentier, C.A. Ross and J.C. Van Wagoner,
(Eds), Sea-Level Changes: An Integrated Approach.
SEPM Special Publication, 42, 109–124. 

Pritchard D.W. 1967. What is an estuary? Physical viewpoint,
In: G.H. Lauff (Ed.), Estuaries. American Association for
the Advancement of Science Publication, 83, 3–5.

Ramsbottom, W.H.C. 1973. Transgression and regression in
the Dinantian: a new synthesis of British Dinantian stratig-
raphy. Proceedings of the Yorkshire Geological Society,
39, 567–607.

Ramsbottom, W.H.C. 1977. Major cycles of transgression
and regression (mesothems) in the Namurian. Proceedings
of the Yorkshire Geological Society, 41, 261–291.

Ramsbottom, W.H.C. 1979. Rates of transgression and re-
gression in the Carboniferous of NW Europe. Journal of
the Geological Society, London, 136, 147–154.

Ramsbottom, W.H.C. 1981. Eustasy, sea level and local tec-
tonism, with examples from the British Carboniferous.
Proceedings of the Yorkshire Geological Society, 43, 473–
482.

Riegel, W. 1991. Coal cyclothems and some models for their
origin. In: G. Einsele, W. Ricken, W. and A. Seilacher
(Eds), Cycles and Events in Stratigraphy, 733–750.

Ross, C. A. and Ross J.R.P. 1985. Late Paleozoic deposi-
tional sequences are synchronous and worldwide. Geol-
ogy, 13, 194–197.

Ross, C.A. and Ross, J.R.P. 1988. Late Paleozoic transgres-
sive-regressive deposition. In: C.K. Wilgue, B.S. Hastings,
C.G.S.C.Kendall, H.W. Posamentier, C.A. Ross and J.C.
Van Wagoner, (Eds), Sea-Level Changes: An Integrated
Approach. SEPM Special Publication, 42, 227–247.

Rust, B.R. 1978. A classification of alluvial channel systems.
In: A.D. Miall (Ed.), fluvial Sedimentology. Canadian So-
ciety of Petroleum Geologists Memoir, 5, 187–198.

Ryer, T.A. and Langer, A.W. 1980. Thickness change in-
volved in the peat-to-coal transformation for a bituminous
coal of Cretaceous age in Central Utah. Journal of Sedi-
mentary Petrology, 50, 987–992.

Saunders, W.B., Ramsbottom, W.H.C. and Manger, W.L.
1979. Mesothemic cyclicity in the mid-Carboniferous of
the Ozark shelf region? Geology, 7, 293–296.

Saunders, W.B., Ramsbottom, W.H.C. 1986. The mid-Car-
boniferous eustatic event. Geology, 14, 208–212.

Shulga, V.f., Lelik, B.I. and Garun, V.I. 1992. Atlas lito-
genetitcheskikh tipov i usloviya obrazovaniya uglenos-
nykh otlozheniy lvovsko-volynskogo basseyna, pp. 1–
176. Izdat. Naukova Dumka; Kiev. 

Skompski, S. 1980. Algae Calcifolium in the Lower Car-
boniferous deposits of the Lublin Upland. Acta Geolo-
gica Polonica, 30, 77–85.

Skompski, S. 1985. Sedymentacja i mikrofacje górnowizeńs-
kich wapieni północno-wschodniego obrzeżenia Lubel-
skiego Zagłębia Węglowego, pp. 1–148. Unpublished
Ph.D. thesis, Institut of Geology, Uniwersity of Warsaw. 

Skompski, S. 1986. Upper Viséan calcareous algae from the
Lublin Coal Basin. Acta Geologica Polonica, 36, 151–
185.

Skompski, S. 1987. The Dasycladacean nature of Late Paleo-
zoic palaeoberesellid algae. Acta Geologica Polonica,
37, 21–31.

Skompski, S. 1988. Limestone microfacies and facies position
of Upper Visean sediments in north-eastern part of the
Lublin Coal Basin. Przegląd Geologiczny, 1, 25–30. [In
Polish with English summary]

Skompski, S. 1995a. Tectonic framework and development of
sedimentation at the margin of the East European Plat-
form. XIII International. Congress on the Carboniferous
and Permian, Kraków, Excursion. Guide A-2, 5–9.

Skompski, S. 1995b. Succession of limestone microfacies as
a key to the origin of the yoredale-type cyclicity
(Viséan/Namurian, Lublin Basin, Poland). XIII Interna-
tional Congress on the Carboniferous and Permian,
Kraków, Abstract.volume, p. 133.

Skompski, S. 1996. Stratigraphic position and facies signifi-
cance of the limestone bands in the subsurface Carbonif-
erous succession of the Lublin Upland. Acta Geologica
Polonica, 46, 171–268.

Skompski, S. 1998. Regional and global chronostratigraphic
correlation levels in the late Viséan to Westphalian suc-

SEUqENCE STRATIGRAPHy Of THE CARBONIfEROUS IN THE LUBLIN BASIN, SE POLAND
595



cession of the Lublin Basin (SE Poland). Geological
Quarterly, 42, 121–130.

Skompski, S. 2003. Onset of the late Paleozoic Gond-
wanan glaciation its sedimentary record in the Polish
Carboniferous succession. Przegląd Geologiczny, 51,
658–662.

Skompski, S., Alekseev, A., Meischner, D., Nemirovskaya, T.,
Perret, M.f. and Varker, W.J. 1995. Conodont distribution
across the Viséan/Namurian boundary. Courier Forschung-
sinstitut Senckenberg, 188, 117–209. 

Skompski, S., Conil, R., Laloux M. and Lys M. 1989. Étude
micropaléontologique des calcaires du Viséen terminal et
du Namurien dans le Bassin Carbonifère de Lublin à l’est
de la Pologne. Bulletin de la Sociéte Géologique de Bel-
gique, 98, 353–369.

Skompski, S. and Soboń-Podgórska, J. 1980. foraminifers and
conodonts in the Viséan deposits of the Lublin Upland.
Acta Geologica Polonica, 30, 87–96.

Skupień, M. and Nurkiewicz, B. 1984. Wyniki petrograficznych
badań osadów namuru i westfalu w południowej części
Lubelskiego Zagłębia Węglowego. VII Sympozjum Ge-
ologia formacji Węglonośnych Polski formacja Kar-
bońska, Kraków 25–27 kwietnia 1984, 67–71.

Smith, Jr., L.B. and Read, J.f. 1999. Application of high-res-
olution sequence stratigraphy to tidally influenced Upper
Mississippian carbonates, Illinois Basin. Advances in
Carbonate Sequence Stratigraphy: Application to Reser-
voirs, Outcrops and Models, SEPM Special Publication,
63, 107–126.

Smith, Jr., L.B. and Read, J.f. 2001. Discrimination of local
and global effects on Upper Mississippian stratigraphy,
Illinois Basin, U. S. A. Journal of Sedimentary Research,
71, 985–1002.

Stolarczyk, J. and Wysocka-Kudła, H. 1997. Podział straty-
graficzny dewonu i karbonu na tle warunków rozwoju
sedymentacji tych utworów. In: f. Stolarczyk, Analiza
geologiczno-geofizyczna dewonu i karbonu w strefie Ma-
ciejowice-Żyrów Etap I. Unpublished report. PGNiG
Archives Warsaw. 

Süss, M.P., Schäfer, A. and Drozdzewski, G. 2001. A se-
quence stratigraphic model for the Lower Coal Measure
(Upper Carboniferous) of the Ruhr district, North West
Germany. Sedimentology, 48, 1171–1179. 

Swift, D.J.P. 1968. Coastal erosion and transgressive strati-
graphy. Journal of Geology, 76, 444–456.

Thiadens, A.A. and Haites, T.B. 1944. Splits and wash-outs in
the Netherlands Coal Measures. Mededeelingen Van De
Geologische Stichting, C-II-1-1, 5–51.

Tucker, M.E. 2003. Mixed clastic-carbonate and sequences:
quaternary of Egypt and Carboniferous of England. Geo-
logia Croatica, 56, 19–37.

Tye, R.S. and Coleman J. M. 1989. Depositional processes and
stratigraphy of fluvially dominated lacustrine deltas: Mis-

sissippi delta plain. Journal of Sedimentary Petrology, 59,
973–996.

Vail, P.R. and Todd, R.G. 1981. Northern North Sea Jurassic
unconformities, chronostratigraphy and global sea-level
changes from seismic stratigraphy, In: L.V. Illing and
G.D. Hobson (Eds), Petroleum Geology of the Continen-
tal Shelf of North West Europe, Proceedings, pp. 216–235. 

Van Wagoner, J.C. 1985. Reservoir facies distribution as con-
trolled by sea-level change. SEPM Special Abstracts.
Golden, Colorado, 91–92. 

Van Wagoner, J.C., Mitchum R.M. Jr., Campion, K.M. and
Rahmanian, V.D. 1990. Siliciclastic Sequence Stratigraphy
in Well Logs, Cores and Outcrop: Concepts for High Res-
olution Correlation of Time and facies. American Asso-
ciation of Petroleum Geologists Methods in Exploration
Series, 7, 1–55. 

Van Wagoner, J.C., Mitchum, R.M., Posamentier, H.W. and
Vail, P.R. 1987. Seismic stratigraphy interpretation using
sequence stratigraphy, Part 2: key definitions of sequence
stratigraphy. In: A.W. Bally (Ed.), Atlas of seismic strati-
graphy. American Association of Petroleum Geologists
Studies in Geology, 27, 11–14.

Veevers, J.J. and Powell, C.McA. 1987. Late Paleozoic glacial
episodes in Gondwanaland reflected in transgressive-re-
gressive depositional sequences in Euramerica. Geologi-
cal Society of America Bulletin, 98, 475–487.

Vdovenko, M.W.and Poletaev, W.I. 1981. K woprosu o
wozraste swit karbona Lwowsko-Wołynskowo Ugolnogo
Baseyna. Gyeologichyeskiy Zhurnal, 41, 133–138. [In
Ukrainian]

Waksmundzka, M.I. 1998. Depositional architecture of the
Carboniferous Lublin Basin. Prace Państwowego Insty-
tutu Geologicznego, In: M. Narkiewicz (Ed.), Sedimentary
basin analysis of the Polish Lowlands, 165, 89–100. [In
Polish with English summary]

Waksmundzka, M.I. 2005. Ewolucja facjalna i analiza sek-
wencji w paralicznych utworach karbonu z północno-za-
chodniej i centralnej Lubelszczyzny, pp. 1–197. Unpub-
lished Ph.D. thesis. Polish Geological Institut Warsaw. 

Waksmundzka, M.I. 2006. Podstawy wyróżnienia i rozwój
facjalny sekwencji depozycyjnych w paralicznych ut-
worach karbonu Lubelszczyzny. XXIX Sympozjum nt.
Geologia formacji Węglonośnych Polski Materiały
Kraków, 19–20 kwietnia 2006, 149–154.

Waksmundzka, M.I. 2007a. Karbon. Wyniki badań litolog-
icznych, sedymentologicznych i stratygraficznych. In:
M.I. Waksmundzka (Ed.), Profile Głębokich Otworów
Wiertniczych Państwowego Instytutu Geologicznego
Lublin IG 1, 119, 114–119.

Waksmundzka, M.I. 2007b. Karbon. Litologia, stratygrafia i
sedymentologia. In: J. Pacześna, (Ed.), Profile Głębokich
Otworów Wiertniczych Państwowego Instytutu Geolog-
icznego Busówno IG 1, 118, 124–130. 

MARIA I. WAKSMUNDZKA
596



Waksmundzka M.I. 2008a. Karbon. Litologia, sedymentolo-
gia i stratygrafia. In: J. Pacześna, (Ed.), Profile Głębokich
Otworów Wiertniczych Państwowego Instytutu Geolog-
icznego Łopiennik IG 1, 123, 161–166. 

Waksmundzka, M.I. 2008b. Correlation and origin of the Car-
boniferous sandstones in the light of sequence stratigraphy
and their hydrocarbon potential in the NW and Central
parts of the Lublin Basin. Biuletyn Państwowego Instytutu
Geologicznego, 429, 215–224. [In Polish]

Walker, R.G. 1995. An incised valley in the Cardium forma-
tion at Ricinus, Alberta: reinterpretation as an estuary. In-
ternational Association of Sedimentologists Special Pub-
lication, 22, 47–74. 

Zaitlin, B.A., Dalrymple, R.W. and Boyd, R. 1994. The strati-
graphic organization of incised-valley systems associated
with relative sea-level change, In: R.W. Dalrymple, R.
Boyd and B.A. Zaitlin (Eds), Incised valley systems: ori-
gin and sedimentary sequences. SEPM Special Publica-
tion, 51, 45–60.

Zdanowski, A. 1991. Utwory formacji Magnuszewskiej (fm)
(westfal C-D) Lubelskiego Zagłębia Węglowego. 14 Sym-
pozjum Geologia formacji Węglonośnych Polski for-
macja Karbońska. Kraków, 17–18 kwietnia 1991, 66–68.

Zdanowski, A. 1995. The Lublin Coal Basin. In: M. Dopita,
W. Drobiazgiewicz, J. foldyna, I. Hoch, J. Jureczka, A.
Kotas, W. Krieger, O. Kumpera, P. Martinec, f. Rehor and
A. Zdanowski (Eds), Guide to Excursion B3 Coal-Bear-
ing Carboniferous Deposits of the Upper Silesian and
Lublin Coal Basin, 32–38.

Zdanowski, A. and Żakowa, H. 1995. The Carboniferous sys-
tem in Poland. Prace Państwowego Instytutu Geolo-
gicznego, 148, 1–215.

Zieliński, T. 1992. Marginal moraines of NE Poland – sedi-
ments and depositional conditions. Prace Naukowe Uni-
wersytetu Śląskiego, 7–95. [In Polish with English sum-
mary]

Zieliński, T. 1995. Kod litofacjalny i litogenetyczny – kon-
strukcja i zastosowanie. In: E. Mycielska-Dowgiałło and
J. Rutkowski (Eds), Badania osadów czwartorzędowych,
Wybrane metody i interpretacja wyników, 220–235.

Żelichowski, A.M. 1961. Wstępne dane z wiercenia Tyszowce
IG 1. Przegląd Geologiczny, 12, 659–661.

Żelichowski, A.M. 1964. Lithological and sedimentary prob-
lems of the Lower Carboniferous in Poland. Geological
Quarterly, 8, 524–537. [In Polish with English summary]

Żelichowski, A.M. 1969. Karbon. In: S. Depowski (Ed.),

Ropo- i gazonośność obszaru lubelskiego na tle budowy
geologicznej – część I: Budowa geologiczna obszaru
lubelskiego. Prace Geostrukturalne Instytutu Geolo-
gicznego, 70–85. 

Żelichowski, A.M. 1971. Dokumentacja wynikowa otworu
badawczego strukturalno-parametrycznego Lublin IG 1
Unpublished report. Central Geological Archives Warsaw. 

Żelichowski, A.M. 1972. Evolution of the geological structure
of the area between the Góry Świętokrzyskie and the
river Bug. Tectonic research in Poland. Biuletyn Instytutu
Geologicznego, 263, 7–97. [In Polish with English sum-
mary]

Żelichowski, A.M. 1979. Geological structure of the mar-
ginal basin basement at the boundary of its Warsaw and
Lublin sections. Geological Quarterly, 23, 125–139. [In
Polish with English summary]

Żelichowski, A.M. 1987. Development of the Carboniferous
of the SW margin of the East-European Platform in
Poland. Przegląd Geologiczny, 35, 230–237. 

Żelichowski, A.M., Chlebowski, R., Grotek, I., Kmiecik, H.,
Kowalski, W. and Woszczyńska, S. 1983. The Carbonif-
erous deposits in the fault Zone of Grójec. Biuletyn In-
stytutu Geologicznego, 344, 57–118. [In Polish with Eng-
lish summary]

Żelichowski, A.M. and Kozłowski, S. 1983. Atlas of geolog-
ical structure and mineral deposits in the Lublin region. In-
stytut Geologiczny; Warszawa.

Żelichowski, A.M. and Porzycki, J. 1983. Structural-geolo-
gical map without strata younger than Carboniferous.
In:A.M. Żelichowski and S. Kozłowski (Eds), Atlas of geo-
logical structure and mineral deposits in the Lublin region.
Instytut Geologiczny; Warszawa.

Żywiecki, M. 2003. Diageneza karbońskich skał klastycznych
i etapy powstania złoża gazu ziemnego i ropy naftowej
Stężyca, zachodnia część basenu lubelskiego, pp. 1–353.
Unpublished Ph.D. thesis, Institute of Geochemistry and
Mineralogy, Uniwersity of Warsaw. 

Żywiecki, M., Kopczyński, R. and Rochewicz, A. 1997.
Rozwój i dystrybucja porowatości w osadach klasty-
cznych – przykłady ze złóż karbonu Lubelszczyzny.
„XXX lat działalności geologiczno-wiertniczej Oddziału
Poszukiwania Nafty i Gazu w Wołominie” Konferencja
Naukowo-Techniczna Pułtusk, wrzesień 1997, pp. 53–60.

Żywiecki, M. and Skompski, S. 2004. The Waulsortian-type
mound in the Lower Namurian of the Lublin Basin (SE
Poland). Marine and Petroleum Geology, 21, 709–722.

SEUqENCE STRATIGRAPHy Of THE CARBONIfEROUS IN THE LUBLIN BASIN, SE POLAND
597

Manuscript submitted: 10th February 2009
Revised version accepted: 15th Spetember 2010


