Annie Valérie Dhondt
(4 January 1942 — 1 September 2006)

An intense life has come to an abrupt end.

Lately, the ‘Cretaceous world” had already been
confronted with the demise of Max-Gotthard
Schulz (24 January 2000), Gundolf Ernst (24 April
2002), Walter Kegel Christensen (18 October 2002),
Jake Michael Hancock (4 March 2004) and Ehrhard
Voigt (22 November 2004), and now another promi-
nent scientist and amiable person has been taken
from our midst.

An end to a short life - too short, and full of
health problems, yet a fulfilled one.

Overall, Annie was friendly and approachable,
and in fact had no qualms with anyone in particu-
lar, yet occasionally knew how to be austere, busi-
ness-like and reserved, if provoked. However, she
always stuck to the ‘rules of the game’.

A working life. Classical music in her amazing
‘double office’, as departmental head at the
Institut royal des Sciences naturelles de Belgique
(Brussels), and not-to-miss piles of stacked paper,
offprints and manuscripts make for long-lasting
memories. Coffee and biscuits, or chocolate.

At times burning the candle at both ends, as
managing editor of the Earth Science series of the
Bulletin published by the institute; with a keen eye
for detail, and an opinion not always mild, but very
rarely not to the point!

Member of various working groups of the inter-
national commission of Cretaceous stratigraphy,
and in recent years, even vice-chairperson. An
‘honourable’ job which brought many a stressful
moment.

A personality not to be missed at congresses and
symposia, respected by most peers. Talks given by
her characteristically were delivered in a rather
high-pitched voice — as soon as she spoke in her
mother tongue, Flemish, at times even with a hint
of Ghent urban dialect, that was a totally different
matter.

In addition to Flemish (Dutch), Annie was flu-
ent in French, English and German, and even
knew how to communicate well in Russian. She
had mastered that language at a time when most of
us were told that the Sovjet Union was our fiercest
adversary, and even until recently did she have
lessons in Russian. Is there better proof of her
respect for all things Russian? Her financial and
material support of a number of colleagues at
Moscow State University is another good example
- students at the Moscow University field station in
Crimea will sorely miss their ‘auntie Anni’ during
next summer.

More fond memories come to mind now, but
those are for later. Having been a renowned spe-
cialist of Late Cretaceous bivalves, and of pteri-
omorphs in particular, Annie’s death means a
heavy loss. In fact, I think it will prove impossible to
fill her place, ever.

An active scientist and amiable person has been
taken from us; for me personally also a dear friend,
whom I shall never forget.

John WM. Jagt
1 October 2006
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